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TO THE 

READER 


fftdidm Reader , 

His Book may 
juftly challenge 
the firlt place 
for antiquity, 
from all the 
Books in the 
World, being written fome 
hundreds of yeers before Mefes 
his time, as lfhall endeyorto 
make good. The Original (As 
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Evera: 


_ , To the ‘Reader. 

To the Reader. . a . f 

. . is, Hermes Trijmegtjlus, l. e. Mer- 

far as is known to us) is An- (i ^ rm ter Maximus , or, The 
tick.., and fevetal Xianllricvoas t j, r j ce g reate ft Iritelligeticer. And 
thereof have been pubhlhed , , we jj m jgi) t he be called Hermes, 
as Greek, Lame, French, I)ntch, ^ ^ wa$ tbe g r fl. i aC elligencev 
<?c. but never Englijh berore. ^ w 01 id ( as W e read of) : 
a - It is pity the * Learned 1 ram a- tbac commun j cace d Knowledg . , 

" ‘ tor had not lived, and received ^ ^ f onso fMen, by Writing, ; 
himfelf, the honor, and thanks or Engraving. He was called, 
due to him from Engliflmen ; ^ f or fomejleafons, ■ 
for his good will to, and pains, j {| la y) afterwards men- 
for them, in tranflating a Book t j on _ j^s Learning will ap- ** 
of fuch infinite worth, out ol as by hjs Works . fo by the i 
the Original, into their Mother rjgbt under handing the Reafon 
tongue. ^ of his Name. 3. For his 3. 

Concerning the Author ° Cou ntrey, he was King of E- 
the Book itfelf, Four thing 4. * For his Time, it is 4^ 

are confidetable , not without much Controvert ** ;i 

Name, Learning , Countre}^^ betwixt thofe that write of ; 
and Time. i» The ,name^ jlthis Divine , ancient Author , 

1,. 4+1 lpflJ ' « 


and Time. 1. me nauiy, 
which he was commonly itilety 
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75 ) the ‘Reader. 

what time he lived in. Some 
fay he lived after Mofis his time, 
giving this (lender Reafon fot 
it, <vizj Becaufe he was named 
Ter Maximus 5 for being pre- 
ferred * (according to the Egyp- 
tian Ctiftoms) being chief Phi- 
lofopher , to be chief of the 
Pricfthood ; and from thence, 
to be chief in Government, or 
King, but if thife be all their 
ground , you muft excufe my 
diffent from them, and that for 
this reafon , Becaufe according 
to the moft learned of his * fol- 
lowers, he was called Ter Maxi- 
mus ; for having perfea, and ex- 
a Knowledg of all things 
contained in the World ; which 
things he divided into Three 

King- 


Tc ) the Tsgadcr. * 

Kingdoms (as he calls them,y 
<viz\ Mineral, Vegetable, Mnimal • 
which Three, he did excel in the 
right understanding of; alio, 
becaufe he attained to , and 
tranfmitted to Pofterity ( al- 
though in an i£nigmatical,and 
obfeure ftile) the Knowledg of 
the Quinteffcnce of the whole 
Univerfe ( which Univerfe, as I 
faid before , he divided into 
Three Parts) otherwife called, 

The great Elixir of the Philofo- 
phers • which is the Receptacle 
of all Celeftial and Terreftiai 
Vertues; which Secret, many 
ignorantly deny , many have 
charceably fought after , yet 
few , but fome, yea, and Enghfl- 'M* 
men*, have happily found 

A 4 The 


<jT 0 the 'Readers -• 

fKe • Defeription of this great 

Tfeafure , is faid to be found 

ingraved upon a Smaragdine 

Table, in the Valley of -Ebron y 

tfter the Flood. So that the 

Reafon before alleaged to prove 

this Author to live after Mofes, 

fefems invalid • neither doth it 
► - > 

any Way appear, that he lived in 
Mofes his time , although it be 
the opinion of fome , as of Iolm 
Pun&ius, who faith in his Chro- 
nology, That he lived Twenty 
one yeers before the Law was 
given by Mofes in the Wilder- 
nefs : But the Reafons that he, 
and others give, are far weaker 
then thofe that I (hall give, for 
- his .living before Mofes his time. 
My reafons for that, are thefe ♦ 

Firft, 


I To the %cader. 

k y 

f Firft, Becaufe it is received a- i. 
t mongft the Ancients , that he 
' was the firft that invented the 
f Art of communicating Know- 
ledg to the World, by Writing 
or Engraving. Now if fo, then 
in all probability be was before 
Mofes • for it is faid of Mofes , 

| that he was from * his childe- *xas 
| hood, skilled in all the Egyptian 7 ' 1U 
| Learni ng, which could not well 
I have been without the Help of 
I Literature wvhich we never read 

jg j 

| of any before that in vented by 
I Hemes. Secondly, He is faid by 2. 

■ * himfelf, to be the fon of Sa- *^ ha P‘ 
I turn , and by * others to be *sa- 
i Scribe of Saturn. Now Saturn tnf' 
Sj according to Hiftorians, lived 
i in the time of Sarug y Abrahams 
I " great - 


To the EReader, 

great Grand-Father. Ifhallbut 
take in Saidas his judgment , 
and foreft fatisfied, that he did 
not live onely before, but long 
before Mojes : His words are 
*j u id<ts thefc, * Credo Mercurium Trifme- 
gijim fapientem Egyftmm floruijfe 
ante Pharaonem. 

In this Book, though fo very 
v old , is contained more true 
knowlcdg of God and Nature, 
then in all the Books in the 
World betides, l except onely 
Sacred Writ : And they that 
{hail judiciou fly read it, and 
rightly underftand it, may well 
be excufed from reading many f 
Books . the Authors of which, 
pretend fo much to the know- 
ledg of the Creator, and Crea- 
tion. 


To the Trader. 

tiotti If God ever appeared it* 
any man, he appeared in him, t 
as it appears by this Sook.That t 
a man who had not the benefit 
of his Anceftors knowledg, be* . 
ing as I faid before , The firfb 
inventer of the Art ofCommu-: 
nicati ng Knowledg to Poftcrity l 
by writing, fliould be fo high- 
a Divine^ -and io deep a Philo*-) 
fopher, teems to be a ching more.' 
of God, then of Mart ,• and) 
therefore it was the opinion oft 
fome * ~ That he came from* <5<w- 
Heaven,< mt bom upon Earth;&,„. 
There is 'contained 1 in ^ thist 
Book , chat true Philofbphy ^ 
without which, iriisiuipofsibW 
ever to attain to the height, an<£ 
exadneft of Piety, and Religi- 
I ■ . on. 


To the Trader. 1 

on. According to this Philo* . 
fophy,I call him a Philpfophcr, 
that Dial! learn and ftudy the 
things that are, and how they- 
ate ordered- and governed, and > 
by whom, and for whatcaufe,or 
to what end $ • and he that doth 
fo, will acknowledg thanks to, 

/ arid admire the Omnipotent 
Creator, Prefervcr, and Direder 
of all thefe things* And he 
that fhall he thus truly thank* 
ful, ; may truly be called P ious 
: and Religious ; and 'he that is 
‘ Religious - (hall more and 
more- know where, and what 
the Truth is- -And learning that, 
he (hall yet be more and more 
Religious., fl ' 

The dory and fplcndor of 

Philofopby,, 


To the Trader. 

philofophy, is an endevoring 
ko underftand the chief Good, 
as the Fountain of all Good : 
Now how can we come netr 
to, orfinde out the Fountain, 
but by making ule of the 
Streams as a conduct to it ■? 
The operations of Nature,; are 
Streams running from ; the 
Fountain of Good, which fs 
God. I am not of the ignoirant, 
and foolifh opinion of thofp 
that fay. The greateft Philofo- 
phers, are the greateft AtheiRs ; 
as if to know the Works of 
God, and to underftand his go- 
ings forth in the Way of Na- 
ture, ihuft necefsitate a man to 
deny God. The * Sciipture dif- 
approves of this as a fottifh 

tenent, 


To the Trader. 


tenent, and experience contra- * 
difts it : For behold ! Here is 
the greateft Philofcpher , and \ 
therefore thegreaceft Divine. 

Read underftandingly this 
enfuing Book ( and for thy ! 
help, thou may eft make ufe of j 
*&»• thatvolumnious ^Cornmenta- j 
Rojfeii ty written upon it) then it will f 
Calahar ' {peak more for its Author, then 
embefpoken by any man, at 
lcaftbyme. 


Thmcinthelove 
of the Truth, 


}■ F- 
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Hermes Trifmegijlus 
HIS 


Firft Book. 


i 

O my Son, write this 
firft Book , both for 
Humanity fake, and for 
Piety towards God. 

2. For there can be 
no Religion more true 
or juft, then to know the things that 
are 5l and to acknowledg thanks for all 
things, to him that made them,which 
thing tftiall not ceafe continually to 
do. - r < v • V 

3. What then fhould a man do, O 
Father, to lead his life well •, feeing 
there is nothing here true, < 


^ The firft Book of 

4I Be Pious a^]R.eIigip 0 ’..O my 
Son *, for he that doth fo, ifcthe bed 
and highed Philofopher* ahd with- 
out Philofophy, it is impofllble ever 
to attain to the height and exa&nefs , 
of Piety or Religion. | 

5. But he that (hall learn and dudy j 

the things that are, and how they are 
ordered and governed, and by whom, 
and for what caufe, or to what cnd> 
willacknowledg thanks to the iHllojb* 
man, as to a good an eicpltent 

$utfe, and a faithful StoUiajD, and he 
that gives thanks (hall be ?ious or 
Religious, and he that is Religious 
(hall know both where the trythis, 
and what it is, and learning that, he 
will be yet more and moreReligibus. 

6 . For never, O Son, (hilly 6r can 
that Soul, which while it iVltt'the 
Body lightens and lifts up itfdf t» 
know and comprehend that which is 
Good and True, Aide back toYfie con- 
trary ; For it is infinitely enamored 

thereof, and forgetteth all Evils y and 

I & when 


Hermes Trifmegtjlm . 3 

H when it hath learned and known its 
5rat|)cvandp;cgciitto?, it can no more 
>' Apoftatize or depart from that Good. 

7. And let this, O Son, be the end 
£ of Religion and Piety 5 whereunto 
\ when thou art once arrived, thou (halt 
\ both live well, and die bltifcdly , 

| whiled thy Soul is not ignorant whe- 
| ther it mud return , and die back 
I again. 

8. For this onely,0 Son, is the way 
I to the SLrutb, which our$jocf<ttltotf 
l travelled in 3 and by which, making 
I their Journey, they at length attained 
[ to the Good. It is a Venerable way, 
| and plain, but hard and difficult for 
I the Soul to go in that is in the Body. 

I 9. For firft niuft it war againd its 
| own fclf, and after much Strife and 
f Di(lcntion,it mud be overcome of one 
| ; part ; for the Contention is of one 
1 > againd two, whiled it flies away, and 
? | they drive to hold and detain i£. 
it 10. But the yi&ory of bQthisnot 

( like* for die one hafteth to that Which 

B 2 is 


+ The firft Book of Hemes Tri/megi/lut. 5 

^ t . , , • • uu n 1 6. Not every Body is diffolveablc. 

is Good, b« the other is a neighbor. Some Bodies are diffolveable. 

to the things that are Evil; and tha, ' £ living thing is not 

which is Good, defireth to be fet a J°j rjVay D D 

Liberty ; but the things that are Evi, Not every living thing is im- 

love Bondage and Slavery. y , 1 

1 1 • Ani j' if the tw > r pa !, t j coh 20.’ That which may be diffolved 
come, they become q u, t ;f^“ ec ^ i s alfo corruptible, 
tent to accept of it as their Kuto, bit ^ which abides always is 

if the one be overcome of the two, it r , 

by them led and carried wbepuniflij g That which is unchangeable 
ed by its being and continuance here. , 

ia. This is, O Son, the Guide e ^ hat whic h i s always made 
the way that leads thither •, for thoi- * d 

muft firft forfake the Body bgore th| ^ ^ i$ made but oncf) 
end, and getthevidorym th« Cdn^ ^ c dj nelthcr becomes 

tention and Strifeful life , and whet, v 

thou haft overcome, return. any otner wn 

i a. But now, O my Son, I will bp **• y ’ 

Heads run through the things that art Wo ^ Jj • f or 

Underftand thou what I fay, and re mewonui 

member what thou heareft. 27 . Of the Soul; that part which 

i 4 . AH things that arearemove^ 7 b jsmortal butthat wh i c h 

onely that which is not is unmovc fe Reafonablc , mtn01tal . 

a • . I,. , 28. Every Eifence is immortal. 

. , jX.,Every Body is changeable . Bj a?. Every 


6 The firft Book of 

2 9. Every Eflence is nnchange- ! 
able. 

30. Every thing that is, is double. 

31. None of the things that are , 

ftandftill. l : 

32. Not all things are moved by j 

a Soul, but every thing that is, is J 
moved by a Soul. ' 

33. Every thing that fuffers is Sen- [ 
fiblc , every thing that is Seniiblc 
fuffereth- 

34. Every thing that is fad , re- 
joyccth alfo, .and is a mortal living 
Creature. 

35. Not every thing that joyeth 
is alfo fad , but is an eternal living 
thing. 

3 6. Not every Body is fick*, every 
feody that is lick is diffolveable. 

. 37. TheMinde in God. 

38. Reafoning ( or difputing, or 
dlfcour(ing)inMan. 

39. Rcafon in the Minde. 

40. The Minde is voyd of fuffer- 

ing. 

41. No 


t . > r 

Bernes Trifwegijhs . 7 

41. Nothing in a Body true. 

42 . All that is incorporeal, is voyd 

of Lying. . . 

43. Every thing that is made is 

corruptible. 

44. Nothing good upon Earth, 
nothing evil in Heaven. 

45. God is good, Man is evil: 

4 6. Good is voluntary , or of its 
own accord. 

47. Evil is unvoluntary, of agafnlt 

its will. .. 

48. The Gods choofe good 

things, as good things. 

49. Time is a Divine thing. 

50. Law is Humane. 

51. Malice is the nourifhmcnt of 
of the World. 

52. Time is the Corruption of 

Man. . TT 

53. Whatfocver is m Heaven is 

unalterable. 

54 # All upon Earth is alterable. 
55. Nothing in Heaven is Tenant- 
ed, nothing upon E^rth free. 

B4 5*. No- 


8 The firft Book of 

5 6. Nothing unknown :n Heaven, 
nothing known upon Earth . 

57. The things upon Earth, com- 
municate not with thofe in Heaven. 

58. All things in Heaven are un- 
blameable, all things upon Earth are 
fubjed to Reprehenfion. 

59. That which is immortal, is 
not mortal - 7 that which is mortal , is 
not immortal. 

60. That which is Town, is not al- 
ways begotten 5 but that which is be- 
gotten always, is Town. 

6t . Of a diflolveable Body, there 
are two Times, one from fowingto 
generation, one from generation to 
death. 

62. Of an cverlafting Body, the 
time is onely from the Generation. 

63. Diflolveable Bodies are in- 
creafed and diminifhed. 

64. Diflolveable matter is altered 
into contraries 5 to wit, Cotriiption 
and Generation, but Eternal matter 
into its felf, and its like. 

65. The 



6 5. The Generation of Man is 
Corruption, the Corruption of Man 
is the beginning of Generation. 

66. That which off-fprings or 
begeucth another, is it fclf an oft- 
fpring or begotten by another. 

6 7. Of things that are, fome are 
in Bodies, fome in their 3 was. 

68. Whatfoever things belong 
to operation or working , are in a 
Body. 

69. That which is immortal, par- 
takes not of that which is mortal. 

70,. That which is mortal, cometh 
not into a Body immortal *, but that 
which is immortal , cometh into that 
which is mortal. 

71. Operations or Workings are 
not carried upwards, but defeend 
downwards. 

72. Things upon Earth, do no- 
thing advantage thofe in Heaven*, 
but all things in Heaven do profit and 
advantage the things upon Earth. 

, 73. Heaven is capable, and a fit 

- . .receptable 


10 


The firft Book of 

rcceptable of cvcrlafting Bodies, the 
Earth of corruptible Bodies. 

74. The Earth is bruitifh, the Hea- 
ven is reafonable or rational. 

75. Thofe things thataVcin Hea- 
ven, arefubje&ed or placed under it 
but the things on Earth, are placed 
upon it. 

76. Heaven is the firft Element. 

77. Providence is Divine Order. 

7$. Neceffity is the Minifter or 

Servant of Providence. 

79. Fortune is the carriage or 
effect of that which is without Order * 
the Idol of operation, a lying fantafic 
or opinion. 

80. What is God i The immuta- 
ble or unalterable Good. 

81. What is Man i An unchange- 
able Evil. 

82. If thou perfc&ly remember 

thefc Heads, thou canft not forget 
thofc things which in more words I 
have largely expounded unto thee 
fbrthefe are the Contents or Abridg- 
ment of them. 83. A- 



83. Avoyd all Converfation with ' 

the multitude or common People * 
for I would not have thee fubjeft to 
Envy, much lefstobe ridiculous unto 
the many. ' 

84. For the tike always takes to it 
fclf chat which is like, but the unlike 
never agrees with the unlike : Such 
Difcourfes as thefe have very few 
Auditors, and peradventure very few 
will have, but they have fomething 
peculiar unto thcmfclves. 

85. They do rather fhirpen and 
whet evil men to their malicioufnefs 5 
therefore it behoveth to avoyd the 
multitude, and take heed of them, as 
not underftanding the vertue and 
power of the things that arc faid. 

86. Doft tfccu mean, £D jfat&rr * 

87. Thus, O Son, the whole Na- 
ture and Compofition of thofe living 
things called Men, is very prone to 
Malicioufnefs , , and is very familiar, 
and as it were nourifhed with it , and 
therefore is delighted with it. Now 


iz The firft B ooky &c. 

i 

this wight if it lhall come to learn or s 
know, that thfr world was once made, ' 
and all things are done according to 
Providence and Neceflity, Deftiny, 
or Fate, bearing Rule over all : Will > 
he not be much worfc then himfelf i ■« 

defpifing the whole , bccaufe it was 
made. 0no if l )t map lap tlje caufe of Cttl, 
upon fate oj SDellinp, he will never ab- 

ftain from any evil work. [ 

88, Mlljerefoje toe mult Icoktoartlp fo [ 
facb btnue of people, t^at being in ignorance, 
tbep map be left ebil foj fear of tljat tobicb 
ft bitten anb feept fecref. 

The end of the firft Book. £ 

* I 

I 

t 
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The Second Book 

toemIahpe^ 

5Y Thoughts being once 
\ fctioufly bulled about the 

things that are, and my 
Undemanding lifted up, 
all my bodily Senfes be- 
ing exceedingly holden back, asms 
with them that are very heavyof fleep, 
bv rcafon either of fulnefs of meat, 
or of bodily labor. Me thought I faw 
one of an exceeding great nature, and 
an infinite greatnefs call me by my 
name, and fay unto me, f®ll)at tooulbeiE 
ttou bear an* fa i o; topat tooultttt t&qn 
unberttanb, to team, ano ftnoto i 
2 . Then faid I, 

quoth 


14. The fecond Book of 

qaoth heflDoemanfeer, the minde of the 
gr:at ito^, themoft Mighty and ab- 
solute Cmpnoj : I know what thou 
wouldft have , and I am always pre- 
fers with thee. 

3 . Then /aid I, 31 toculo learn the 
ttjin$p fpatarc, ano uincr Sano t&e nature 
of tbfW.artDftnoUnSco. How { faid he : 
I anfwercd,That I would gladly hear. 
Then he, Have me again in thy minde, 
and whaefoever thou wouldcfl learn, 
I will teach thee. 

4 ;* When he had thus f*id, he was 
changed in his BfDea or and 

flfafgnt-way in the twinckling of an 
eye, all things were opened unto me : 
And I faw an infinite fight, all things 
were become light, both fweet and 
exceedingly pleafant *, and l was 
wonderfully delighted in the behold- 
ing*:, ’ . 

f. But after a little while, there 
was'a darkncfs made in part, coming 
down obliquely^ fearful and hideous, 
which feemed unto-foe to be changed 



*; 

j into a certain moplt nature, unfpeakably 
l troubled, which yielded a fmoke as 
from fire $ and from whence proceed- 
| ed a voyce unutterable, and very 
| mournful, but inarticulate, infomuch 
S' that it feemed to have come from the 
Light. 

6* T hen from that Light, a certain 
i (jolp do?o iopneo it fclf unto Mature, 
I and out* flew the pure and unmixed 
I Fire from the moyft Nature upward 
| on high 5 it was exceeding Itgljt, and 
l tysrp> and operative withal. And the 
I £lt which was alio light, followed 
| the Spirit and mounted up to jfire, 
h (from the Earth and the Water) info- 
| much that it feemed to hang and de- 
I pend upon it. 

I 7 . And the Earth, and the Water, 
I flayed by themfelves fo mingled to* 
| getheiv that the Earth could not be 
| feen for the Water •, but they were 
I movedpV^aufebfthe0prtiPRal »;o 
I that Vvas carried upon them. - 
1 8 . Then faid poemanoerunto me, 

1 Deft 


L\ 
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Doft thou underftand this Sitficn, and 
what it meaneth? I Hull know, (aid I : | 
Then faid he , 3 am W fcigijt, tire > 
cgijjiDr, tljpOcD, to&o am bcto^c ttj ft mopft 
jkatuie tljat appcavcD cut of DacUnc fe ; ano | 

tijat Mgl)t ana U#' ul ftom | 

fl2inDC>t£nfte&osiof CoD. | 

9 . How is that quoth I < Thus, | 
replyed he, Underhand it : SDtfttoM 
in ffjac fatf) anD Ijc nett), tlje cf tlje f 
ItojO, ano t&e iJpince, tljc jfatljcr, (Sod, 
Differ not one from tb* otljer ; anD tpe union | 

of tljefe.islUfc* , , | 

SCrtfmcg. I thank thee, pimain. | 

But firft conceive well the Light in thy | 

minde, and know it. | 

10. When he had thus laid, for a | 
Ion* time we looked ftedfaftly one | 
upon the other, infomuch,that I trem* | 

bledat his3D?aor ifOjm. 

11 . But when he nodded to me, 1 | 
beheld in my minde the Light that is § 

in innumerable ^and the truly mdeh | 

nice ornament or fotylD*, and that the 
fire ^comprehended or contained in 

or 
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or by a moft great Power, and con- 
tained to keep its ftation. 

12. Thefe things, I underftood* 
feeing the word of pfatanoer* and 
when I was mightily amazed, he faid 
again unto me, Haft thou feen in thy 
minde that Archetypal Form, which 
was before the interminated and inn-< 
nite Beginning ' Thus ptmanoet to 
me : But whence quoth I> or where* 
of *are the Elements of Nature 
made Z ptmanoer. Of the Will and 
Counfel of God 5 which taking the 
Word, and beholding the beautiful 
World fin the Archetype thereof ) 
imitated it, and fo made this World, 
by the principles and vital Seeds or 
Soul-like productions of ic felf. 

13. For the ^inDe being God, 
gfiale and female * iUfe and jUgfct * 
brought forth by his mw-> another 
SpinDe, the WHkman: Which bemg 
Odd of the iftre, and the ^pirfti fami- 
oned and formed feven other 0oDem* 
m , which in their Circles contain 

* C thf 
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the feinfible otojIO, whofe Govern- I 
ment or Difpofition is called jfflte or f 
2)eftiny. 

14. $tralg&ffoai? leaped out, or ex- 
alted it felf from the downward born \ 
Elements of God , tbe ®mo?oof ®m>, \ 
into the clean and pure Workmanihip 
of Nature , and was united to the 
OToifemart, SptaOe, for it was Ctnfub* 
ftmrtial* and fo the downward born j 
Elements of Nature were left with- \ 
but Reafbn , that they might be the 1 
' onely Matter : r 

ly But the Wufeman, pintle, to- ; 
gether with the containing the 
Circles and Whirling them about, l 
turned rOufid as a Wheel his own ;; 
Workmanihips; and fuffered them to \ 
be turned from an indefinite Begin- j 
ing, to an undeterminable End $ for ; 
they always begin whefe they end. j 
16: And the €irealflfton or running | 
round of thefe, as the Minde willeth, j 
out of the lower or downward-born 
Elements brought forth unreafonable 
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or bruidfii Creatures, for they had no 
rcafon, the Air flying things, and the 
Water fuch as fwim. 

17. And the Earth and the Water 
were feparated, either from other, as 
the would 5 and the Earth 
brought forth from her felf, fuch 
Living Creatures as file had,four foot- 
ed and creeping Beafts , wildc and 
tame. 

18. But the IFafljer of all things, 
the SpinDe being &lfe and 
broughtforth 9pan, like untohimfelf, 
whom he loved as his proper J5trf& ; 
for he was all beauteous, having . the 
BImageof his jFaf&er* 

ip. for indeed God was exceed* 
ingly enamored of his own Form or 
Shape, and delivered -unto it all his 
own Workmanlhips : 1 But he feeing 
and underftanding the Creatiwtofthc 
Workman in the whole^ would needs 
alfo himfelf fall fo fcojfc, andfowas 
feparated from the -Father, being in 
the fphere of Generation orOpcratibn. 

C 2 20. Having 
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20, Having all Power,hc confider- 
ed the Operations or Workmanfliips 
of the * hut they loved him, 
and every one made him partaker of 
his own Order. 

21. And he learning diligently, 
and underdanding their Effence, and 
partaking their Nature, refolved to 
pierce and break through the Cirturn# 
fercnceof the Circles, and to under- 
(land the Power of him that (its upon 
the Fire. 

3 2. And having already all power 
of mortal things, of the Living, and 
of theunreafonable Creatures of the 
World , (looped, down and peeped 
through the ^atmon?, and breaking 
through the dreijgth of the Circles, 
fp (hewed and. made manifed the 
downward-born Nature , the fair 
and beautiful Shape or Form of 
God. 

.Which when he faw, having 
in itfeif the unfatiable Beauty, and 
all the Operation of the j&ten 

terno;0. 



I feernojs, and the Form or Shape of 
r God, he rmtlcb for love, as if he had 
i feen the Shape or Likenefs in the W a- 
ter, or the (liadow upon the Earth of 
1 the faired Humane form. 

24. And feeing in the Water a 
I (hape, a (hape like unto himfelf, m 
himfelf he loved it, and wouid.coha- 
i bit with it 5 and immediately upon 

I therefolution, enfued the Operation, 

I and brought forth the unrcafonablc 

Image or Shape. . 

£ 35. Nature presently laving hold 

\ of what it (o much loved, did wholly 
wrap her fclf about it , and they were 
I mingled , for they loved one an* 

\ other, _ ■ . 

: 26 . And for this caufc, $*an above 

j all things that live upon Earth , is 
double •, mortal, becaufe of his Body, 
and unmoral, becaufe of the fubdan- 
tial Man : For being immortal, and 
having power of all things, he yet 
differs mortal things , and fuch as are 
fubjeft to Fate or Dediny. 

C 3 27. And 
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2.7. And therefore being above j 
all t^armonp, he is made and become a ■ 
fcrvant to ^atmonp. And being 
miptoootte, or Male and Female , and 
watchful, he is governed by, and fob- j 
je&cd to a Father, that is both Mate 
I and Female, and watchful. 

28. After thefe things, I faid , 
art tnp pti&e, ano 31 am in tote toifb 
Keafon. 

i p. Then faid pimanocr, This is 
the Suffer? that to this day is hidden, 
and kept fee ret 5 for Nature being 
mingled with Man, brought forth a 
| Wonder mold wonderful *, for he 
I having the Nature of the l^atmonp of 
the frefcen, from him whom I told 
thee, the Fire and the Spirit, Mature 

I J continued not, but forthwith brought 

forth feven Men all q&alc* and jfe* 
male*, and fublime,oron high, accord- 
[: ing to the Natures of the Seven Go- 

1 vernors. 


30. And after thefe things , O 
gomanWr, quoth I, I am now come 

into 

i- ! 

I 
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into a great defire, and longing to 
hear, do not digrefs, or run out. 

A. But he faid, Keep file nee, for 
I have not yet fimihed the fitft 

^ it. Ctifnt- Behold, Iamfilent- 
t? 2 . ptman . T he Generation there- 
fore of thefe was after this 

mancr, The 0<t bemg jemhnne. and 
the water defirous.of Copulation, 
took from the IFire i its npenefs and 
from the tether Spirit •, and fo i?*tnre 
produced bodies after the Species and 
Shape of men. 

7 a. And Man was made of We 
and Hi# into frouland 0m, or & lte 
the front, of ILifiW the Sptnne. 

55. And fo all the Members ofthe 

»am »«>» > , C0 L nunued 

period of the end, bearing rule, and 

^'"ag^Hear now 'the reft of ihat 

fpeech, thou fo much defireft to 

^C31* (Cl 

37. Whcnthatperitowasfulfrlled, 

C 4 
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the bond of all things was loofed and 
untied by the Will of God - for all 
living Creator# being Jj&rmap&potttcal, 
or and jfemale, were loofed and 
untied together with Man and fp 
the Males were apart by themfelves, 
and the Females likewife. 

38. And ftraighc-ways God laid 
to the Holy Word , Cncrcafe in tm 
creaCng, anti multiply in mutttto&e all you 
my Creatures and mojfemanOiips. flno 
let trim to, it tsenoucD toito sptaoe, fcnoto 
jlimfelf to be immortal; antitoattljecaufe 
of Death is toe lobe of tlje boDp, ano let him 
learn all toingstoat arc. 

29* When he had thus faid, 
btoence by jFateano harmony, made the 
mixtures, and eftabliflied the Genera- 
tions, and all things were multiplied 
according to their kinde 5 and he that 
knew himfelf, came at length to the 
fcuperffantial of every way fubftantial 
good. 

40. But he that through the 
Error of Love, loved the Booy, abid- 

cth 
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| eth wandering in darknefs, fenfible, 

I differing the things of death. 

I 41. SCrtfm. But why do they that 
I are ignorant, fin fo much, that they 
| fhoiild therefore be deprived of itn- 
| mortality < 

| 42. pimanb. Thou feemeftnotto 

1 have underftood what thou haft 
] heard. 

| 43. snnfm. Perad venture I feem fo 

I to thee 5 but I both underftand and 
1 remember them. 

I 44. ptmano. I am glad, for thy 
; fake, if thou underftoodeft them. 

| 45. Ctifm. Tell me why are they 

worthy of death , that are in 
i death f 

46. ^irnanb. Becaufe there goeth 
a fad and difmal darknefs before its 
body of which darknefs is the moyft 
i Nature of which moyft Nature, 
the Body confifteth in the fenfible 
World , from whence death is de- 
rived : Haft thou underftood this 
aright i 

47. SCrifim 


I 
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47. Ctffm* But why , or how, 
doth he that underftands himfclf, go 
or pafs into God t 

48. ptm. That which the Word 
of God faid, fay I : Becaufc the Fa- 
ther of all things confifts of Life and 
Light, whereof Man is made. 

49. Sfrifm. Thoufayeft very well. 

50. pirn, God and the Father is 
Light and Life , of which Man is 
made. If therefore thou learn and 
beleevc thy felf to be of the Life and 
Light, thou {halt again pafs into 
Life. 

51. Surifm. But yet tell me more, 
O my Minde , how I {hall go into 
Life. 

52. pint* God faith, Let the Man 
endued with a Minde, mark, confider, 
and know himfelf well. 

53. Cttfm. Have not all men a 
minde i 

54. ptm. Take heed what thou 
faydi, for I the Minde come unto 
men that arc holy and good* pure and 

merciful 


Imerciful, and that live piouily and rc- 
jligioufly*, and my prefence is a help 
luntothem. And forthwith they know 
; all things, and lovingly they fuppli- 
kate and propitiate the Father-, and 
Iblefling him, they give him thanks, 
land fing hyms unto him, being or- 
dered and directed by filial Affection, 

I and natural Love : And before they 
1 give up their Bodies to the death of 
I them, they hate their Senfes, know- 
ing their Works und Operations. 

5 5 . Rather I that am the Minde it 
felf, will not fuffer the Operations or 
; Works , which happen or belong to 
the body, to be finilhed and brought 
to perfection in them •, but being the 
poster and SDcoj^feecper, I will {hut up 
the entrances of Evil, and cut oft the 
thoughtful defires of filthy works. 

56. Buttothefooli(h,and evil, and 
wicked, and envious, and covetous, 
and murderous, and profane, I am far 
off giving place to the revenging SDc* 
mon , which applying unto him the 

fharpnefs 
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fliarpnefs of fire , tormenteth fuch a| ^6. And Anger and Concupifccnce 
man fenfible, and arrneth him th| g 0 into the bruitifh, or unreasonable 
more to all wickedncfs, tint he may Mature*, and the reft ftriveth upward 
obtain the greater punifhment. ,, t>y Harmony. 

5 7. And fuch a one never ceafethi 5 1 . And to the firft zone it giveth 
having unfulfillable defires, and imfiml t h e power it had of increafing and 
able concupifcences , and alwaysl ditninifhing. 

fighting in darknefs* for the pimonl ^ 2 . To the fecond, thcmachina- 
affii&s and tormenteth him continual- 1 t i on 0 r plotting of evils , and one 
ly, and increafeth the fire upon him effe&ual deceipc or craft.* 
more and more. ^ . Tothe third, the idle deceipt 

58. SDrifrn. Thou haft, O Minde, 0 f Concupifcence. 

moft excellently tanght me all things, 5^. To the fourth, the defire of 
as I defired ♦, but tell me moreover, Rule, and unfatiable Ambition, 
after the return is made, what To the fifth, prophane Bold- 

then ? ne f s ? and the headlong rafbnefs of 

59. Firft of all, in the re- Confidence. ' 

folution of the material Body , the! 66, Tothefixth,EvilandinefFe<ftu- 
Body it felf is given up to alteration, | aloccafions of Riches, 
and the form which it had, becometh | 67 . And to the feventh zone, fub- 

invifible*, and the idle maners are per* t j\ c Talfhood, alwayes lying 
mitted, and left to the EDemon, and wa [ ti 

the Senfes of the Body return into ^8. And then being made naked 
their Fountains, being parts, and again 0 f a ll the Operations of ^atmon^ » 
made up into Operations. it cometh to the eighth Nature, 

60 . And haying 
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having its proper power, and finget| 
praifes to the Father with the thing| 
that are, and all they that arepreieng 
rejoyce, and congratulate the cominf 
of it* and being made like tothenl 
with whom it convcrfcth, it hearetlf 
alfo the Powers that are above the| 
eighth Nature, finging praife to Godf 
in a certain, voyce that is peculiar to| 
them. 

69. And then in order they return 
unto the Father, and themfelves de- 
liver themfelves to the powers, and 
becoming powers, they are in God. 

70. This is the Good, and to them 
that know to be deified. 

71. Furthermore, why fayeft 
thou, Whatrefteth , but that under- 
(landing all men, thou become a guide, 
and way-leader to them that are wor-! 
thy 5 that the ktnde of Ij^imatutp or 
^anktaoe., may be fav?d by God ? 

72. Whenpunanoct had thus faid 
unto he was mingled among the 
Powers. 

73. But 


73. But I giving thanks, and blef- 
fing the Father of all things, rofe up; 
being enabled by him, and taught the 
Nature, of the Nature of the whole, 
and having feen thegreateft fight or 
fpcdlaclc. • 

74. And I began to Preach unto 
men, the beauty and fairnefs of Piety 
andKnowledg. 

75. ©peprople^en^naROmaOeof 
tty earth, tobif'0 babe gtben pour feltes obet 

(0 o?unfeennefs,anDfieep,anl)to tbe ignorance 
cf ®oo, be fober, ano ceafe pour forfeit , 
tobereto pou are allutso , ano inbtteb bp 
bruitiOj, anb ttnreafonabCe«oep. 

7 6 . And-they that heard me, come 
; willingly, and with one accord 5 and 

then I faid further. 

77. $$en °f tbc^ff’IpJtugof 
I tty earth, mi babe peuoeltbereOpoltt 
felbeeober unto Death, b^rtotrig potuec to pari 
take of immotfalitp i Uepcnt ano change 
peurmittbef, poutb»tbat)ei€getberbialbeb 
in Crroj, ano babe been Mtbneo in igno^ 

ance# 78. $>cpart 
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78. depart ft om tyat oarfe bapar* I 

takers of immorality, anolcabc cj fo;(abe! 
corruption. . 

79. And Tome of tyemtyaf mo, 
mocking and fcorning, went away, 
and delivered themfclves up to the 
way of death. 

80. But others calling themfelves 
down before my feet, befought me, 
that they might be taught * but I 
caufing them to rife up, became a guide 
of mankinde, teaching them therea- 
fons how, and by what means they 
may be faved. . And I fowed in them 
the words of Wifdom, and nouriflied 
them with £mb;clian water of tmmo}> 
tolity- 

8r. And when it was Evening* 
and the Brightnefs of the fame began 
wholly to go down, I commanded 
them to go down,I commanded them 
to give thanks to God 5 and when 
they had finifoed their thankfgiving, 
every one returned to his own lodg- 
ing. 

82. But 
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82. But I wrote in my fclf , the 
bounty and beneficence of punanOer * 
and being filled with what I mod de- 
fined, I was exceeding glad. 

83. For the deep of the Body was 
the fiober watchfulncfs of the minde * 
and the (hutting of my eyes the true 
fight, and my filence great with 
childc, and full of good* and the 
pronouncing of my words, the blof- 
foms and fruits of good things. 

84. And thus came to pafis or hap- 
pened unto me, which I received from 
my minde, that is,pimanOcr, the Lord 
or the Word * whereby I became in- 
fpired by God, with the Truth. 

85. For which caufe, with my 
Soul , and whole flrength , I give 
pvaife and biefling unto God the 

Father. „ , 

86. $oty is foe jfatyer of aU 

tying?* 

87. lately is <©o®» fobofetorillw perform* 
to, ano accomplityeO by bio °h>n potoer?. 

88. ^oly 10 tyaf oefwnjinctyfobe 

JS> fenoton, 
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ftnoUm, and isfenefon of fjfe ofod, oatljofe [. 
tlj.it arc#?. f 

89. l^clp art tfym, $at bp ffjp Mojd fpft 
etfatUtbco ail ; 

po. i^olg art tfjcu, tf lu^om all Mature 10 |i 
tentage. |; 

pr. ^c.!p art tljon, fo[jom $afttre bifb | 
notfojmea, I 

p2. ftolpart tbou tljaf art llrcngcr ffjcn 
all poire r, 

9?. art ffjsu, ffjaf art greater t(jen I 

all erceilcmp. * 5 

P 4 ‘ mv art eijmi, fobo art better tljett 1 
nllprntfc, 

95 - Accept tbefe reafonable Sacrifices 
fre m a pm c foul , ano a Ijcatt ftretcljeD out 
unto it;®. 

96. £>t(joutmfpea&able, unutterable, to I 
bcp;aifeDtmtljfilence/ | 

* 7 * 3 befeecb tbee, Cfjat Bl mapneber erre \ 
fromt&e&nctoleDg of tljee, tcck mrrdfnlln 
wpoii me, atto enable me, and enlighten fatty 
this ©race, tbofe tyzt are tnign^ance, ttjc 
fcjof here of mt> fetnde, but typ funs. 

95 * £b*tefo*e 3 ! brl#betb$, and bear 

Unfnefe, 


e' 
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toitnelp , and go into f&e llife and 
*MS$ 

98. SBletTcd art thou, father , m maH 
toculo be fandified toitb tb®, astboubatt 
gibed bint aljl potoer* 


The end of the fecond Book. 
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The Third Book 

CALLED 

T he Holy Sermon. 

H E glory of all things , 
God, and that which is 
Divine, and the Divine 
N ature, the beginning of 
things that are. 

2. God, andtheMinde, and Na- 
ture, and Matter, and Operation, or 
Working , and Neceifity , and the 
End, and Renovation. 

3. For there were in the Cbaotf, an 
infinite darknefs in the Abyfs orbot- 
tomkfs Depth, and Water, and a 
fnbttle Spirit intelligible in Power 5 
and there went out the Holy Light, 
and the Elements were coagulated 
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t from the Sand out of the ifioyft Sub* 

fiance. r 

4. And all the Gods diftinguifhed 
the Nature full of Seeds. 

5. And when all things were in- 
terminated and unmade up, the light 
things were divided on high . And the 
heavy things were founded upon the 
moyft Sand, all things being Termi- 
nated or Divided by Fire •, and being 
fuftained or hung up by the Spirit, 
they were fo carried, and the 
was feen in &etoen Circles. 

6 . And the Gods were feen in 
their Bioeaa of the Stars, with all their 
Signes, and the Stars were numbred 
with the Gods in them. And the 
Sphere was all lined with Ayr, carri- 
ed about in a circular motion by the 
Spirit of God. 

7. And every God by his internal 
power, did that which was command* 
ed him *, and there were made four 
footed things , and creeping things, 
and fuch as live in the Water, and fuch 

D 3 as 
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as flic, and every fruitful Seed, snd 
Grafs, and the Flowers of all Greens, 
all which had fowed in themfelves 
the Seeds of Regeneration. 

8. As alfo the Generations of men, 
to the knowlcdg of the Divine 
Works, and a lively or working Tefti- 
inony of Nature, and a multitude of 
men, and the Dominion of all things 
under Heaven , and the knowledg of 
good things, and to be increafed in 
increafing , and multiplied in multi- 
tude. 

p. And every Soul in Fle(h,by the 
wonderful working of the Gods in 
the Circles, to the beholding of Hea- 
ven, the Gods, Divine Works, and 
the Operations ofNature v and for 
Signcs ..of good things , and the 
knowledg of the Divine Power, and 
tofindeottt every^unning workman- 
ship of good things. 

io. So it beginneth to live-in them, 
and to be w i fe a ccord ing to the O pe - 
ration of the courfe of the circular 
c ' Gods 5 
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Gods j and to be refolved into that 
which (hall be great Monuments, and 
Remembrances of the cunning W orks 
done upon Earth, leaving them to be 
read by the darknefs of times. . 

ii. And every Generation of 
living Flelh, of Fruit, Seed , and all 
Handicrafts, though they be loft,muft 
of nccelfity be renewed by the reno- 
vation of the Gods, and of the Na- 
ture of a Circle, moving in number ~ 
for it is a Divine thing , that ,every 
worldly temperature ihould be re- 
newed by. nature 5 for in that which 
is Divine, is Nature alfo eftabliihed. 


The end pf. the Fragments 
of the third Book, 
very unperfe&. 


D 4 


The 


■ 

40 ' 


" \ 

I 


mWM 

ll&il 


4 , $44444”H , 44$ ++++++4+44+4 


The Fourth Book 

Called 

The I\ej. 

Efterdays Speech , O 
aftlqnug, I dedicated 
to thee, this days k 
is fit to dedicate to 
SCat, becaufe it an Epi- 
tome of thofe general 
Speeches that were fpoken to him. 

2. God therefore, and the Father, 
and the Good, O SSit, have the fame 
Nature , or rather alfo the fame A< 5 t 
and Operation. - 

3. For there is one name orappel- 
lationof Nature and Incrcafc, which 
roncerneth things changeable, and 
another about things unchangeable , 

and 
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! and about things unmovcable, that is 
I t0 fay, Things Divine and Humane; 

I every one of which, himfelf will have 
I foto be; but action or operation's of 
| another thing, or elfewherc, as we 
) have taught in other things, Divine 
and Humane, which muft here alfo be 
underftood. 

I 4. bio Operation oj. 2d:, is bis ti&Utl, 

: ano bio ©Hence, to foill alltbtngs to be. 

! 5 . For what is God, and the Fa- 

ther, and the Good, but the Being of 
all things that yet arc not, and the 
cxiftcnce it felf> of thofe things that 
iiuc i 

6 This is God, this is the Father, 
this is the Good, wbereunto no other 
thing is prefent or approacheth. . 

7. For the <3®lo;lD, and the &un, 
which is alfo a jfatbec by participation, 
is not for all that equally thecaufeof 
Good, and of Life, to living Crea- 
tures : And if this be fo, he is alto- 
gether conftrained by the Will of the 
Good, without which, itisitotpoffi- 
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ble, either to be, or to be begotten or 
made. 

8 . But the Father is the caufeof 
his Children, who hath a will both to 
fowe andnourifti that yvhichisgood 
by the &un. 

9. For Good is always a&ive or 
bufie in making * and this cannot be 
in any other, but in him that taketh 
nothing, and yet willeth all things to 
be ; for I will not fay, O Cat, making 
them •, for he that maketh,is defe&ive 
in much time, in which fometimes he 
maketh not, as alfo of quantity and 
quality; for fometimes he maketh 
shofe things that have quantity and 
quality, and fometimes the con- 
trary. 

10. Eut God is the Father, and 
the Good, in being all things ; for he 
both will be this, and is it, and yet all 
this for himfelf fas is true) in him that 
can fee it. 

11. For all things clfe are for 
this > it is the property of Good to 

be 
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e known: This % the Good. O 

SCat Thou haft filled “ s » ® 
fat'oet, with a fight, bothgood and 

iir, and the eye °f my » l “ d ® e is . ^ 
noft-become mote holy by the hgn 

31 «er not at *t , for 

the m of ® not ‘tfiSihing 
the ^un, which being of a fiery 1 m t> 

briahtn fs, maketh”che eye blmde by 

Sxceflive Light, that 

55S5S3KS3SA- 

hk ekameh. fwift ^dftatp 

they that are capable, and eandraw 
anymore of this fpeftacle, and fight, 

Tmany times fall afleep from the 

Bodv into this moft fair and beaute 

ovVvifion-, which thing Co^and 
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Swfitm our Progenitors, obtained 
unto. 

i SCat. I would we alfo, O Fa- 
ther, could do fo. 

1 6. SCriftn. I would we could, 0 
Son* but for the prefcnt we are lcfs 
intent to the Vifion , and cannot yet, 
open the eyes of our mindes to behold 
the incorruptible, and incomprchen- 
fible Beauty of that Good : But then 
fhall we fecit, when we have nothing 
at all to fay of it. 

17. For the knowledg of it, is a 
Divine Silence, and the reft of all the 
Senfcs : For neither can he that un- 
de rftands that , underftand any thing 
clfe , nor he that fees that, fee any 
thing clfc, nor hear any other thing, 
nor in fum, move the Body. 

18. For ihining ftedfaftly upon , 

and round about the whole Mindc, it 
enlightcneth all the Soul j and loofing 
it from the Bodily Senfes and Moti- 
ons, it draweth it from the Body, and 
changeth it wholly into the Elfence 
of God. i 9 , 
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19. fo? it is pofstble fo* t&e £mI , fl) 
bon, to be beifieo tobite pet it loogetbin tbo 
ggoDf of $an, it it contemplate tpe beautp 

jf tbedCcoo. , . 

20. Cat. Howdoft thou mean dei- 
fying, Father . ? 

ai. sctlfin. There are differences, 

0 Son, of every Soul. 

22. SCat. But how doft thou again 

divide the changes i 

22. SCttfm. Haft thou not hcard in 
the general Speeches , that from one 
Soul of the univerfe , arc all thofe 
Souls , which in aft the world are 
tolled up and down, as it were, and 
feverally divided ' Of thefe Souls 
there are many changes , fome into a 
more fortunate eftate, and fome quite 
contrary ♦, for they which are °f CI ? e P" 
ing things, ate changed into thofe of 
watery things ; and thofe °f ‘J'lJ’S® 
living in the water, to thole of things 
living upon the Land ; and Airy ones 
are changed into men, and humane 

Souls, that lay hold of jproortality* 

arc 
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are changed into SDemon#. 

24, And fo they go on into the 
Sphcie or Region of the fixed Gods; 
for there are two quiers or companies 
of Gods, one of them that wander, 
and another Of them that are fixed : 
And this is themoft perfect glory of 
ihe Souk 

2 5. -But the Soulentring into the 
Body of a Man , if it continue evil, 
(hall neither tafte of immortality, nor 
is partaker of the good. 

26. But being drawn back the 
fame way, it returneth into creeping 
things. And thisis the condemnation 
of an evil Soul.' 

27. Andthewickedneft of a Soul,’ 
is ignorance * for the Soul that knows 
not hing of the things that are, neither 
the Nature of them, nor that which 
is good, but is blinded, rufheth and 
dafheth againft the bodily Paffions j 
and unhappy, as it is, not knowing it 
felf , it fei veth ft range Bodies , and 
evil ones> carrying the Body as a 

burthen. 
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burthen, and not ruling, but ruled. 
And this is the mifehief of the Soul. 

28. On the contrary, the vertueof 
the Soul is Knowledg 5 for he that 
knows, is both good and religious, and 
already Divine. 

29. Cat. But who is fuch a one, 
O Father ? 

30. Crtfm, He that neither fpeaks, 
nor hears many things ; for he ,0 Son, 
that heareth two fpeeches or hcar- 
ings, fighteth in the fhadow. 

3 1. For God, and the Father, and' 
Good, is neither fpoken nor heard. 

32 . This being fo in all things that 
are, are the &cnfcs, becaufe they can- 
not be without them. 

33. Bur Knowledg differs mud* 
from Senfe 5 for Senfe is of things 
that furmount it, but Knowledg is the 
end of Senfe. 

34. Knowledg is the gift of God 5 
for all Knowledg is unbod ily , hut 
ufeth the Minde as an Inftrument, -as 
the Minde ufeth the Body. 

35’ There-’ 


M 

m\ 
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35. Therefore both intelligible 
and material things, go both of them 
into bodies 5 for, of contrapofition , 
ttyit is, fetftng one agatnti another , and 
contrarictp, all things tmiftcontttt. And it 
isimpofiible it lliould be otherwife. 

36. Sat. Who therefore is this 
material God ? 

37. JDiifm. The fair and beautiful 
World, and yet it is not good * for it 
is material, and eafily palfible, nay, it 
is the Hr ft of all palfible things-, and 
thefecondof the things that are, and 
needy or wanting fomewhat elfc. 
And it was once made, and is always, 
and is ever in generation, and made, 
and continually makes, or generates 
things that have quantity and qua- 
luy- 

?8. For it is moveable, and every 
material motion is generation but the 
iiKiic&iial liability moves the mate- 
Ettl mot ion after this maner. 

39. Bccaufc the World is a Sphere, 
ghat is, a head, and above the head 



there is nothing material , as beneath 
the feet there is nothing intellectual. 

40. The whole univerfe is materi- 
al : The M’incTe is the head, and it is 
moved fphcricaily, that is like a 
head. 

41. Whatfoevcr therefore is joyn- 
ed or united to the Membrane or 
Film of this head , wherein the Soul 
is, is immortal , and as in the Soul of 
a made Body, hath its Soul full of the 
Body; but thofc that are further 
from that Membrane, have the Body 
full of Soul. 

42. The whole is a living wight, 
and therefore confifteth of material, 
and intelle&ual. 

43. And, the World is the firft, 

and Man the fecondljving wighx after 
the World , but the Hrft of things 
that arc mortal ; and therefore hath 
whatfoevcr benefit of the Soul all the 
other have : And yet for all this, he is 
not onely not good, but flatly evil, as 
being mortal. / ' 

E 44- 
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44. For the World is not good, as 
it is moveable 5 nor evil, as it is im- 
mortal. 

45. But man is evil, both as he is 
moveable, and as he is mortal. 

4 6. But the Soul of Man is car- 
ried in this maner , spinas is in 
ite.ifon, suaftn in tip&Qttl, tbe^onlinf^e 
Spirit, tfee Spirit in t&e HBotip. 

47. The Spirit being diffufed, and 
going through the veins, and arteries, 
and blood , both moveth the living 
Creature, and after a certain maner 
bearech it. 

4$. Wherefore fome alfo have 
thought the Soul to be blood, being 
deceived in Nature, not knowing that 
firft the Spirit muft return into the 
Soui,and then the blood is congealed, 
the veins and arteries emptied, and 
then the living thing dicth : And this 
is the death of the Body. 

40. All things depend of one be- 
ginning, and the beginning depends 
©f that which is one and alone. 

50. And 
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50. And the beginning is moved, 
that it may again be a beginning * but 
that which is one, ftandeth and abid- 
eth, and is not moved. 

5 1 . There are therefore thefe three, 
jfather, anot&e<Eta>&, tfce 

ano ^an: God hath the World, and 
the World hath Man 5 and the 
World is the Son of God, and Man 
as it were the Off-fpring of the 
World. 

52. For God is not ignorant of 
man. but knows him perfectly , and 
will oe known by him. This onely 
is healthful to man * the Knowledg 
of God : This is the return of flDlpm# 
pua 5 by this onely the Soul is made 
good, and not fometimes good, and 
fometimes evil , but of neccffity 
Good. 

53. SCat. What meaneft thou, O 
Father i 

54. SCrifni. Confidcr, O Son, the 
Soul of a Childe, when as y et it hath 
received no dilfolution of its Body, 

E a which 
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which t$ not yet gro wn, but is very 
final! : how then if it lpok upon it 
ft If, it fees it fel£ beautiful, as not ha- 
ving been yet fpotted with the Paffi- 
ons of the Body , but as it were de- 
pending yet upon the Soul of the 
World. 

55. But when the Body is grown 
£nd diftra&etb , the Soul it ingenders 
Fofgetfulnefs, and partakes no ipore 
of the anbtVc and' Forget- 
ful.nefsis Evilnefs. \ 

56: The like alfo happeneth to 
them that go out of the Body : For 
when the Soul runs back into it felf, 
the Spirit is contra&ed into the blood, 
and the Soul intothe Spirit 5 but the 
Miride being made pure , and free 
firorrt thefe doathings 5 and being Di- 
vine by Nature, taking a fiery Body, 
ranger h abroad in every place, leaving 
the Soul to judgment, and to the 
puniftiment it hath d^ferved. 

, ,! fy f iCat. Why do ft thou fay fo, 1 
6 Father,Tbat thtMinde is feparated 
^ from 


from the Soul, and tile Soul front the 
Spirit < When even now thbirfittdft 
the Soul was theCloathing. ' '6if Ap- 
parrel of the Mindey and thd.Bod/ ( 

of the Soul. ? r ‘ ' ■ ’ 

s'8.%rtf.ti. 0 Son, he tM'liears 1 
muft fco'underftaftd, and cortlpire' m 
thought with him that fp&tksl yea, 
he muft have his 1 hearing AVifter and 
{harper* then the voy£tr of'thfe- 


59.Thedifpofit*nn of thefe Clortth- 
ings or Covers , i is done in^thc an 
Earthly Body for- it is'iiV^afhble, 
that the Minde flipiuWcftttbMi or reft 
it felf, naked, and of it felf , in an 
Earthly Body \ neither is the E irtlily 
Body-able tobear fucii imnYrntalky : . 
And therefore, that it miglk'ftiffer lo 
great vertue, the Minde co^n^a^ed as 
it were, and took to it felft^pafnble 
Body of the Soul, as a CoveK'n'g'nr a ; 
Cloathing. And the Soul b<?iftg alio 
in fome fort Divine, ufeth the Spirit 
asher Minifter and Servant*, and the • 
E 3 Spirit 


54 - The fourth Book of 

Spirit govcrneth the living thing. 

60. When therefore the Minde is 
feparated, and departeth from the 
Earthly Body, presently it puts on its 
Fiery Coat, which it could not do, 
having to dwell in an Earthly Body. 

6 1. For the Earth cannot fuffer 
Ere , for it is all burned of a fmall 
fpark • therefore is the water poured 
round about the Earth, as a Wall or 
defence , to withftand the flame of 
fire. 

61. But the Minde being the moft 
lharp or fwift of all the Divine Cogi- 
tations, and more fwift then all the 
Elements, hath the fire for its Body, 

6$. For the Minde which is the 
Workman of all, ufeth the fire as his 
Inftrument in his workmanfhip 5 and 
he that is the Workman of all, ufeth 
it to the making of all things, as it is 
ufed by man, to the making of Earth- 
ly things pnely > fqr the Minde that is 
upon Earth, voyd,. or naked of fire, 
cannot do. the bufidefs of.meni nor 

a that 
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that which is otherwife the affairs of 
God. 

64. But the Soul of Man, and yet 
not every one, but that which h pious 
and religious, is Angelical and Divine. 
And fuch a Soul, after it is departed 
from the Body, having ftriven the 
ftrife of Piety, becomes either Minde 
or God. 

65. And the ftrife of Piety is to 
know God, and toinjurn no Man-, and, 
this way it becomes Minde. 

66. But an impious Soul abideth 
in its own effence, punifhed of it felf, 
and feeking an earthly and humane 
Body to enter into. 

61* For no other Body is capable 
of an Humane Soul, neither is it law- 
ful for a Mans Soul to fall into the 
Body of an unreafonable living thing : 
For it is the Law 3 r Decree of God, 
to preferve an Humane Soul from fo 
great a contumely and reproach. 

68. Cat How then is the Soul 
pf Man punifhed , 0 Father j and 

E 4 what 
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what is its greateft torment i 
69 ' ^erm. Impiety, O my Son.| 
for what Fire hath fo great a fl ame as 
as it i Or what biting Beaftdothfo 
tear the Body, as it doth the Soul. 

70. Or doft thou not fee how many 
Evils the wicked Soul fuffereth, roar- 
ing and crying out, 3 am burneo, 3 am, 
ronfumcD, fap, WBo, 31 

am DcUcurcD, unbspp? Ivjctrl), of the cbtla 
fijitfompafw, mioh\?fjo!Dn?o;imc ; mif?i? 
able that 3 am, 3 neither fae 110^ tjeac snif 
life. 

71. Thefe are the voyces of a 
puniflied and tormented Soul, and not 
ns many • and thou, O S >n, thinkeft, 
that the Soul going out of the Body, 
grows bruitifli or enters into a Beaft *, 
which is a very great Error, for the 
Soul punifhed after this maner. 

72. FortheMinde, when it is or- 
dered or appointed to get a fiery Body 
for the icrvices of God , coming 
down into the wicked Soul, tornaents 
it with the whips of Sins, wherewith 

tlie 
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t)ie wicked Soul being fcourgfci,tv.:rns 
it ieif to furthers, q.nd Contumelies, 
and Blafphemics, and divers Violen- 
ces,. and other things by which' men 
are injured. 

73. But into . , a pious Soul-, the 

Minde entering, leads it into the Eight 
of Kno\vledg. # . S , ... 

74. And fuch a Soul is never fatis- 
fied with dinging praife Co and 
fpeaking well of all men ; and both 
in words and deeds , always doing 
good in imitation of. her Father. 

75. Therefore,. 0 Son, we muft 
giyc thanks, and pray, that we may 
obtain a good minde. 

79. The Soul therefore may be 
altered or changed into the, better * 
but into the worfe it is impoflfible. 

77. But there is a communion of 
Souls*, andthofeof Gods, commu- 
nicate with thofe men* andthofeof 
men, with thofe of Beafts. 

78. And the better always take 
of the worfe, Gods of Men, Men of 

bruit 
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bruit Beads, but God of all : For he 
is the belt of all, and all things are 
lefs then he. 

7 9- Therefore is the World fub- 
je< 5 t unto God, Man unto the World, 
and unreafonable things to Man. 

80. But God is above all, and a- 
bout all 5 and the beams of God are 
operations ; and the beams of the 
World are Natures * and the beams 
of Man are Sitts ano ^sciences. 

81. And Operations do ad by the 
World, and upon man by the natural 
beams of the World, but Natures 
work by the Elements, and man by 
Arts and Sciences. 

82. And this is the Government 
of the whole , depending upon the 
Nature of the aDne, and piercing or 
coming down by the *IDnc0©tnDe, then 
which nothing is more Divine, and 
more efficacious or operative • and 
nothing more uniting , or nothing is 
more The Communion of Gods 
to Men, and of Men to Gods. 

85. This 



83. This is the iBonus genltui , or 
good SDemom blelfed Soul that is full- 
eft of it / and unhappy Soul that is 
empty of it. 

84. SCaf. And wherefore Father i 

85. Erifm. Know Son, that every 
Soul bath the (©coil a&tn&e ; for of 
that it is we now fpeak , and not of 
that Minifter, of which we faid be- 
fore, That he was fent from the Judg- 
ment. 

%6. For the Soul without the 
Minde, can neither do, nor fay any 
thing 5 for many times the Minde flies 
away from the Soul , and in that hour 
the Soul neither feeth nor heareth, 
but is like an unreafonable thing • fo 
great is the power of the Minde. 

87. But neither brooketh it an idle 
or lazy Soul , but leaves fuch a one 
faftned to the Body, and by it preffed 
down, i 

88. And fuch a Soul, O Son, hath 
no minde 5 wherefore neither muft 
fuch a one be called a Man. 

$p. For 
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%g. For Man is a Divine living 
thing, and is not to be compared tot 
any bruit Bead that lives upon Earth, 
but to them that are above in Heaven,' 
that are called Gods. 

90. Rather, if we fhall be bold to 
{peak the truth , he that is a man in- 
deed, is above them, or at lead they 
are equal in power, one to the other : 
For none of the things in Heaven will 
come down upon Earth , and leave 
the limits of Heaven , but a man 
afeends up into Heaven, and meafures 
it. 

91. And he knoweth what things 
arc on high , and what below , and 
learneth all other things exactly . 

92 . And that which is the greated 
of all, hcleaveth not the Earth, and 
yet is above : So great is the greatnefs 
of his Nature. 

9?. Wherefore we mud be bold 
to fay, fOjatan ^artl)!i? man, isa mortal 

; .ans ffjat tlje fjeahcnjp d5ot>, -is an im« 
mortal C£a;t. ' : . 

94. Where- 
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94. Wherefore, by thefe two arc 
all things governed, the World, and 
Man •, but they and all things elfe, bf 
that which is i>ne. 

The end of the fourth Bbok. ; 
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That (jod is not manifeft 7 
and jet mo ft manifeft. 

His Difcourfe I will 
alfo make to thee, 
O SIDat, that thou 
mayft not be igno- 
rant of the more 
excellent Name of 
God. 

.2. But do thou contemplate in thy 
Miiide, how char which to many 
feems hidden and unmanifeft, may be 
moft manifcft unto thet. 

3. For it were not all, ifit were ap- 
parent, for whatloever is apparent, 
is generated or made $ for it was made 

manifeft, 
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manifeft, but that which is not mani- 
feft is ever. 

4; Foritneedeth not to bemani- 
fefted,foritis always. 

5. And he maketh all other things 
manifeft, being unmanifeft , as being 
always, and making other things ma- 
nifeft, he is not made manifeft. 

6 . Himfelf is not made , yet in 
fantafie hcfantafieth all things, or in 
appearance he maketh them appear $ 
for appearance is onely of thofc things 
that are generated or made , for ap- 
pearance is nothing but generation. 

7. But he that is £Dne, that is not 
made nor generated, is alfo unappa- 
rent and unmanifeft. 

8. But making all things appear, 
he appeareth in all, and by all*, but 
efpecially he is manifefted to, or in 
thofe things wherein himlelf lifteth. 

9 . Thou therefore, O 2Daf, my 
Son, pray firft to the llozo anb jFat&cr, 
and to the alone, and to the from 
, whom is one to be merciful to thee, 

thac 
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that thou mayeft know and iinderftand 
fo great a God ; and that he would 
ihine one of his beams upon thee in 
thy' unde r (landing. , 

i o. For onely the Underftanding 
fees that which is not manifcft, or ap- 
parent, as being it felf not manifeft or 
apparent * and if thou canft, O 2 it 
will appear to the eyes of thyminde. 

11. For the Lord, voyd of envy, 
appeareth through the whole world. 
Jhou maycft fee the intelligence, and 
take it in thy hands, and contemplate 
the Image of God. 

12. But if that which i$ in thee, be 
not known or apparent unto; thee , 
how {hull he in thee be feen, and ap- 
pear unto thee by the eyes i 

r 13. But if thou wilt fee him, con- 
{Icier and underftand the ^nn, con- 
fide r the courfe of the S&m, confidcr 
the order of the SMars. 

1 4. W ho is he that ke epeth order i 
for all order is circumfcribcd or ter* 

, initiated in number and place. . 

15. The 
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1 5 ; The Sun is the greateft of the 
Gods in Heaven, to whom ail the hea- 
venly Gods give place, as to a King 
and potentate 5 and yet he being .fuch 
a one, greater then the Earti? 0*£ hc 
Sea , is content to fuffer infinite lener 
Stars to walk and move aboye hum- 
felf : whom doth he fear the while, O 

^ 1 6. Every one of thefe Star? that, 
are in Heaven, do not makejthe like, 
or an equal courfe t who is it that , 
hath preferibed unto : every one,} the 
maner arid the greatnefs qf wieir 

courfe ' , • 

17. This Bear that turns round a- 

bout its !own felf, and carries round 
the whole World; with her,,, who 
pofftffed and made fuch an, Initru- 

n)ent. ‘ / - •’ >'■ • '•*, ' 

18. Who hath fet the bounds to T 

the Sea < who hath eftabHihcd,th c . 
Earth < for there is &me f Body> - O 
2Lat,that is the Maker and/Lordj.or 
thefe things. - ; . : ^ • 


66 The fifth Book of 

ip. For it is impoflible, O Son, 
that cither place, or number, or mea- 
fure , Ihould be obfervcd without a 
Maker. 

id! For no order can be made by 
diforderor difproportion. 

2 1 .1 would it were pofliblc for 
thee,k> my Son* to have wings, and 
to flie into the Air , and being taken 
updinhe midft, between Heaven and 
Barth jt<vfce the ftability of the Earth, 
the fluidnefs of the Sea, the courfes of 
the Riyets, the largenefs of the Air, 
the fliarpnefs or fwiftnefe of the Fire, 
the motion of the Stars , and the 
fpeedinefs of the Heaven, by which 
itgoeth round about ail thefe. 

22. O Son, what a happy light it 
were , zt one mftant, to fee all thefe 5 
that which is unmoveable moved, and 
that which is hidden appear and be 
mariiftft?' 

) 2'jv' And if thou wilt lee and be- 
hold this Workman, even by mortal 
things that arc upon Earth, and in the 

deep, 



deep, confider, O Son, how $)an is 
made and framed in the Womb } and 
examine diligently the skill, and cutt- 
ing of the Workman, and learn who 
it was that wrought and falhioned 
the beautiful and Divine lhape of 
who circumfcribed and marked out 
his eyes t who bored his nofttils and 
ears < who opened his mouth, who 
ftretched out and tied together his 
linews < who channelled the veins ? 
who hardned and made ftrong the 
bones ? who clothed the flclh with 
skin ? who divided the fingers and 
the joynts < who flatted, and made 
broad the foals of the feet i who dig- 
ed the pores < who ftretched out the 
fpleen ^ who made the Heart like a 
^urantis i who made the Liver broad? 
who made the Lights fpungy, and 
full of holes ? who made the belly 
large and capacious i who fet to out- 
ward view, the more honorable parts, 
and hid the filthy ones. 

24. See how many Arts in one 
F 2 Matter, 
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Matter, and how many Works in one 
Superfcription , and all exceedingly 
beautiful, and all done in meafure, and 
Retail differing. 

251 Who hath made all the fe 
things? what Mother i what Father i 
faveoncly God that is not manifeft,? 
that made all things by his own 

Will. 

2 6. And no man fays that a ftatue 
or an image is made without a Carver 
or a Painter, and was this Workman- 
fhip made without a.Workman ? O 
great Blindnefs, O great Impiety, O 
great Ignorance* 

27. Never, O Son JCaf,canft thou 
deprive the Workmanlhp of the 
Workman, rather it is the bed Name 
of all the Names of God, to cal him 
the father of all, for fo he is a’one 5 
and this is his work to be the Father. 

28. And if thou wilt force me to 


fay any thing more boldly, it is his 
Effencc to hr pregnant, or great with 
all things, and to make them. 

2?. And 
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jo. And as without a Maker, it is 
iinpollible that any thing <h™ild “C 
made , fo it is that he &ouW not al- 
ways be, and always be making all 
things in Heaven/ in the Am, m the 
Earth, in the Deep, in the whole 
World , and in every part of the 
whole, that is, or that is not. . 

30. For there is nothing in the 
whole World, that is not h®delf*oth 
the things that arc, and the things 

that are not. , . . 

21 . For the things that are, he hath 
made manifeft 5 and the things that 
are not, the hath hid in himlelx* • ■ 

si. This is God that is. better then 

any name -, this is he th^s ftcretr 
this is he that is moft manifeft j_' hlsls 
he that is to be feen by the Minder 
this is he that is vtfible to theeye s 
this is he that hath nobody-, 
is he that hath many bodies,- rather 
there is nothing of anybody, which 

is not^ ■ . .. 

22. For he alone is all things. 

‘ . $ 5 34 * ^ 
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34* SJtto fo? ttjis cattfe be ball) all jjiames, 
beeatift betst&e ©tie jfatber j ano t&mfoje 
be bafb tfo $ame, bttaufe be is the ^atfjec 
df all. 

35. Who therefore canblcfs thee, 
or give thanks for thee, or to thee. 

$ 6 , Which way fliall I look, when 
I praife thee i upward i downward ? 
outward ? inward 1 

37. For about thee there is no 
maner, nor place, , nor any thing elfe of 
all things that are. 

38. But all things are in thee*, all 
things from thee, thou giveft all 
things, and takeft nothing * for thou 
haft all things , and there is nothing 
that thou halt not. 

30. When fliall I praife thee, O 
Father 5 for it is Neither polfible to 
comprehend thy hour, nor thy time i 

40. For what fliall I praife thee i 
for what thou haft made, or for what 
thou haft not made ? for thofc things 
thou haft manifefted , or for thofe 
things thou haft hidden i 

41. Where* 

I 
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ai. Wherefore fliall I praife thee 
as being of my felf, or having any 
thing of mine own, or rather being an- 

^42! For thou art what I am, thou 

^ m 4 4 Cl ^uaittl)c«i W is mm > m 

all that is not maoe. 

45. %h* ^ino« ttjat unbcmat^tfPr ^ 

46. SClje father that maUstb anaftWi' 

*47. < 35 coi> tfjat ' > 

48. < 15 ®® lb 3 * tilings* 

49. Of [he Matter, the n^ft fob- 

tile and (lender part is air, of the Air 
the Soul, of the Soul the sptate, of the 
Minde Oco. . - 

. -v * . !• 


« > „ ; * 

The end of the fifth BoO^ 
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The Sixth Book 
That in (jod alone is good. 


pj Im 


Ood , 0 #fclepw$ , is in 
nothing but in God a- 
lonc , or rather God hitn- 
felf is the Good always. 
2. And if it be fq, then 
mqft he be anEffencc orSubftance, 
voyd jof all motion and generation 5 
but nothing is .voyd or empty of 
him. 

3. And this Eflence hath about or 
in hfinfdr a ctable, and firm £)peration, 
wanting nothing, moft full,and giving 
abundantly. 

One thing is the Beginning of 
all things , for it givcch all things 5 

and 
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and when I name the Good, I mean 
that which is altogether, and always 

5; This is prefent to none, but. God 
alone 5 for he wanteth nothing, that 

he Ihould defire to have it, nor can 
any thing be taken from him *, 1 ^ 1C 
lofs whereof may grieve him • for 
farrow is a part of eyilnefs, 

6. Nothing is ftronger then he, 
that he (hould be oppofed by it* ; nor 
nothing equal to him, that he ihould 
be in love with it-, nothing; unheard 
of to be angry , with nothing ^ifer 
to be envious at. 

y. And none of thefe being in his 
Eflence, what remains, but onely the 
Good? 

8. For as in this, being luen an 
Efienc.e, there is none of the evils fo 
in none of the othetthings dull the 
Good be found. . ; 

p. For in all other things, are all 
thofe other things, as well in the fmall 
as the great , and as w ell in the par- 

titulars, 
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ticulars , as in this living Creature $ 
the greater, and mightieft of all. 

10. For all things th3t are made or 
generated, are full of Paflion , Gene- 
ration it feif being a PalSon*, and 
where Paflion is there is not the 
Good*, where the Good is, there is 
no Paflion *, where it is day, jt isnoc 
night, and where it is night, it is not 

day. v., 

11. Wherefore it is impoflible , 
that in Generation /hould be the 
Good, but onely in that which is no* 
geifccrated or made. 

12. Yet as the Participation of all 
things is in the Matter bound, fo alfo 
of that which is Good. After this 
maner is the World good, as it maketh 
all things , and in the part of making 
or doing it is Good, but in all 
other things not good. 

13. For it is paflible, and move- 
able, and the Maker of paflible 
things* 

14. In Man alfo the Good is or- 

dered 



dered (ojtakelt) nomination) in com- 
parifonof that which is evil •, for that 
which is not very evil, is he re Good •, 
and that which is here called Good, 
is the lcaft particle, or proportion of 

15. It is impoflible therefore, that 
the Good fhould be here pure irom 
Evil •, for here the Good groweth E- 
vil,and growing Evil, it doth not lull 
abide Good ^ and not abiding Good,tt 

becomes evil. . . 

16. Therefore inGodalone lstnc 
Good, or rather God is the Good. 

17. Therefore, O dfcUpUtf, there 
is nothing in men (c* anions men) but 
the name of Good, the thing it fclMs 
not, for it is impoflible •, for a material 
Body rccciveth ( 0? xcmpjc&cmsety ) « 
not as being on every fide encompafs- 
ed, and coar&ed with evilnefs, and 
labors, and griefs,' and defires, and 
wrath, anddeceipts, and foolilhopi- 

18 . And in that which is the worft 

of 
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of allj afdcpius, every one of the fore- 
named things, is here bdeeved to be 
the greateft good , efpecially that fu- 
pream mifehief the p!ea- 

fures of the Belly*and- the ring-leader 
of all evils : Error is here theabfence 
of the Good. 

ip. And I give thanks unto God, that 
concerning the Knowled^ of C?ocO , 
put this ariurance in my minde, that 
it is impoflible it fliould be in the 
World. 

20. For the World isthefulnefs 
of evilnefs *, but God is the fulnels of 
Good,or Good'of God. 

21. For theeminencicsof all ap- 
pearing Beauty, are in the Effcnce 
more pure , and more fine ere , and 
peradventure they, are alfo the Eden- 
ces of it. 

22. For wemuftbc bold, to fay, 
flfclepius, That the Efience of God, 
if he have an ElTence, is 7 o. thaE 
which is fair or beautiful 5 hut no 
good is comprehendcdin this World. 

2?. Fot 


r 
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2 5 For all things that are fubjed 
tothieye! arc Idols, and as U were 
(hadows •, but thofe things that are 
not fubjeft to the eye, arc ever, efpe- 
cially the Cttence of the Fair and the 

Good.. r - 

24. And as the eye cannot fee 

God, fo neither the Fair, and the 

G °° 5 d .’ For thefe are the parts of God 

that partake the Nature ot the who'c, 
proper, and familiar unto him alone 
in feparable , moft lovely , whereot 
either God is enamoured, or they are 

enamoured of God. , r A 

26. If thou canft underftand God, 
thou ifoalc underftand the fair* and 

thcC^fc’ which is moIUhining , and 
enlightening , and moft enlightened 
by God. . . 

27. For that Beauty is above com, 

parifon, and that Good is inimitable, 

as God himfelf. , 

28. As therefore thou underftand- 

eft God , fo underftand the Fair, and 

the 
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the Good*, forthefe are incommuni* 
cable to any other living Creatures, 
becaufe they are infeparable from 
God. 

29. If thou feek concerning God, 
thou feekeft oraskefl: alfo of the Fair, 
for there is one way that leads to the 
fame thing, that is piets with fenofo* 
ieog. 

30. Whercfore,they that are igno- 
ring and go not in the way of Piety, 
dare call Man Fair and Good, never 
feeing fo much as inadrcim, what 
Good is •, but being infolded and 
wrapped upon all evil, and beleeving 
thauiie evil is the Good, they by that 
mean*;, both ufe it unfatiably, and are 
afnid to be deprived of it $ and there- 
fore they drive by all poflfible incans, 
that they may not onely have it, but 
alfoencreafe it. 

31. Such, O 2fi!cofo$, are the 
Good and Fair things of men, which 
we can neither love nor hate *, for this 
is the hardeft thing of all, that we have 

need 
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need of them, and cannot live with- 
out them. 

The end of the fixth Book. ' 


The 




The Seventh Book. 

Hts fecret Sermon in the 
Mount of ‘Z^ generation , 
and the Trofejsion of Si' 

lence. 

To bis Son Tat. 

In the general Speech- 
11® es O Father, difeourfing 
of the 2r>»t)inttie , thou 
fpeakeft enigmatically , 
and didft notcleerly re- 
veal thyfelf, faying, That no man 
can be faved before ^generation. 

2 . And when I did humbly intreat 

thee. 
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thee at the going up to the Mountain, 

after thou hadft difeourfed unto me* 

having a great defire to C3 /" ‘ 
argument of Kcgcncratton ; becaule 

among all the reft, lam. gnorantone- 

lv of this thou toldft me thou wouldft 

impart it unto me, when I would 

eftwnge my felf bom the World . 

whereupon I made my (elf ready, and 
have vindicated the undemanding 
that is in me, from the deceit of the 

^T.'^Novv then fulfil my detefts, 
and as thou faidft inftrufl me ° ‘ 

gem -atten, either by word of mouth, 

or fecretly • for I hmiW not, 

me? (h«, of what Subftancr .orwhat 

Womb, or what Seed a Man is thus 

b0 4 n ' fjerm. OSon thisWifdomis 
ro be underftood in (lienee, and the 

Seed is the true Good. . * 

5 m. Who foweth it>0 pother . 

f. > r I am utterly ignorant, and doubt- 

fuU ^ 6 . ^etm* 
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< 5 . $ttm. The Will of God , 0 
Son. 

7. And what mancr of Man is he, 
that is thus born t for in 'his point, I 
am clean deprived of the Eflcnce that 
underftandeth in me. 

8. TheSonofCodwillbe 
another, God made the univerfe, that 
in every thing confifteth of all 
powers. 

9. SCtf. Thoutellcft me a Riddle 
Father, and doft not fpeak as a Father 
to his Son. 

10. l^erm. Son , things of this 
kinde, are not taught, but are by God, 
when he pleafeth , brought to re- 
membrance. 

11. Cat. Thou fpeakeft of things 
drained, or far fetchc, and impoflible, 
Father-, and therefore I will dire&ly 
contradict them. 

12. t^erm. Wilt thou prove a 
(hanger Son, 'o thy Faber's kinde i 

15. D > not envy me, Father, or 
pardon me, I am thy Natural Son • 

difeourfe 



difeourfe unto me the maner of Ke* 
generation. 

14 . f erm. What (hall 1 fay, O my 
Son * I have nothing to fay more 

then this, Thatlfeeinmyfelfanun. 

fained fight or fpedacle, made by the 
mercy of God * and I am gone out 
of my felf, into an immortal body, 
and am not now what I was berore, 
but was begotten in Minde. 

jr, This thing is not taught, nor 
is it to be feen in this formed Element ; 
for which the firft compounded form 
was neeleded by me , and that I am 
now feparated from it *, for I have 
both the touch, and the meafure of 
it , yet am I now eftranged from 

th Td- Thou feed, 0 Son, with thine 
eyes but though thou look nc Y e y° 
ftedfaftly upon me, with the Body, 

* and bodily fight , thou canft not lec, 
not underftand what I am now. 

17 Cat. Thou haft driven me, 

o Father, into^o fmallW^ 
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diftra&ion of minde,for I do not now 
fee my felf. 

18. ^ctm. I would, 0 Son, that 
thou alfo wert gone out of thy felf, 
like them that dream in their deep. 

19. J Cat. Then tell me this, who 
is the Author and Maker of Regene- 
ration ? 

20. l^erm. The Chifde of God , 
one Man by the Will of God . 

21. Cat. Now, O Father, thou 
haft put me to filence for ever, and all 
my former thoughts have quit'-' left, 
and forfaken me ; for I lee the grtat- 
nefs, and {hape of all things here be- 
low, and nothing but faifliood in 
them all. 

22. And fuhence this mortal Form 
is daily changed, and turned by time 
intoincrealc, >nd diminution, as beiog 
fdlh'od: What therefore is true, O 


JCufwrg fta i 

23. Ciifm. That, O Son, which 
is rot troubled, nor bounded *, not 
coloured, *not figured, not changed 5 

that 
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that which is naked, bright, compre- 

Sbleonelyofitfaf. unalterable, 
imb 2 °f ffaf. Now I am mad, indeed 

Tether • for when I thought me to 

have been made a wife man bv thee, 

with thefc thoughts thorf haft quite 

dulled all my fenfes- _ 

2 <. ©erni. Yet is it fo, as I lay. 

Son ^et^tl®betDcrt«ponthat 
which is carried upward as Fnc, that 
which is carried downward as Earth, 
that which is moyft » Water, an 

that which bloweth, or is 
, . a ,, &; r . how canhefenfibly un* 

nor movft, not tangible, norpetipi 

S«rf«ing )Hs onelyunderftood 
in now ev, and operation : Butl DC , 
feech and pray to the^wce, which 
Sone can underftand the Cm#* 
which is in God. r> rather 

j6. scat. Then am I, O rather, 

W t y ^ C God|bid Son, rather 
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draw or pull him unto thee ( oj ft nap to 
hnotofctm,) and he will come , be but 
ImlUng, ano tf Iftal be Done : quiet f or 
make idle) the Senfes of the Body, 
purging thy felf from unrcafonablc 
bruitilh torments of matter. 

28. Cif. Have I any ( revengers 
or tormentors in my felf, jFatberf 

29. Yea, and thofe, not a 
few, but many, and fearful ones. 

30. Cat. I do not know them, 
Father. 

31. l£erm. One Torment Son is 
3gnojantc, a fecorid, §>o?roto> a third, 
Intemperance, a fourth, Concupifcrtue, 
a fifth, Imufftce, a fixth, Cctjetoufnrfs, 
a feventh, ^Deceit, an eighth, (Bnbp, 
a ninth, <franoe oj <£>utle, a tenth, 
MUatfcan eleventh, Kaf&nefe, a twelfth, 
^alictoufnefs. 

32. They are in number twelve, 
and under thefe many moe • fome 
which through the prifon of the body, 
do force the inwardly placed Man to 
fufferfenfibly. 

33. And 
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Andthcydonotfuddenly, or 

eafily depart from i him thtt hath ob- 
tained mercy of God •, an . 

confifts, both the maner, and the rea- 

wi pi* <w « r ' k -'v’"j 

bv that means, the mercy of God 

wll not ceafe, or be wanting unto 
US ' «. Therefore rejoyce, my Son, 

from henceforward, being purged by 

thepowersof God, to the Knowlcdg 

° 36. "for the revelation of God is 
come to 11s, and when that came, all 

onto us, and when that comes. Sor 
row lhall die away to them that are 

Temperance, a power whofeVertuc 
ismoftfweet: Let us take her 
ourfelves, O Son, mod willingly.^ 
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how at her coming hath fhe put away 
Intemperance t 

jp. Now I call the fourth, Conti- 
nence, the power which is over Con- j 
cupifcence. This, O Son, is the ftable 
and firm foundation of Jaftice. 

40. For fee how without labor, (he 
hath chafed away Jnjuftice 5 and wc 
are juftified, O Son, when Injuftice is 
away. 

4t, The fixth Vertue which comes 
into us, I call Communion, which is 
againft Covetoufnefs. 

42. And when that (Covetoufnefs) I 
is gone, I call Truth 5 and when flic 
cometh , Error and Deceit vanifh- 
eth. 

4j. See, O Son, how the Good is j 
fulfilled by theaccefsof Truth-, for ! 
b v this means, Envy is gone from us 5 
for Truth is accompanied with the 1 
Goodi together alfo with Life and 
Light. 

44. And there came no more any 
torment of Darkncfs, but being over- 
come, 




come, they all fled away fuddenly,and 
tumultuarily. 

45. Thou haft underftood, O Son, 
the mancr of Regeneration for upon 
the coming of thefe Ten, the Intel- 
lectual Generation is perfected , and 
then it driveth away the T welve *, and 
we have feen it in the Generation it 

felf- r , u , 

46. Whofoever therefore hath or 

Mercy obtained this Generation, 
which is according to God, he leaving 
all bodily fenfe, knoweth himfelf to 
confift of divine things,and rejoyceth, 
being made by God ftable and.immu- 

table. _ , 

47. Cat. O Father, I conceive ana 

underftand, not by the fight of mine 
eyes, but by the Intellectual Operati- 
on, which is by the Powers. I am in 
Heaven, in the Earth, in the Water, 
in the Air ^ I am in living Creatures, 
in Plants, in the Womb, every 
where. 

48. Yet tell me further, this 

one 
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one thing , How arc the torments of 
Darknefs , being in number T welve, 
driven away and expelled by the Ten 
powers ? What is the maner of it, 

49. ^ rm. This Tabernacle , O 
Son, confifts of the Zodiacal Circle 5 
and this confiding of twelve numbers, 
the Bloea of one; but all formed Na- 
ture admit of divers Conjugations to 
the deceiving of Man. 

50. And though they be different 
in themfelves , yet arc they united in 
pra&ice ( as for example, Rafhncfs is 
infcparable from Anger' arid they are 
alfo indeterminate : Therefore with 
good Reafon, do they make their de- 
p irture, being driven away by the T en 
powers *, that is to fay , By the 
dead. 

51. For the number of Ten, O 
Son, is cht Begetter of Souls. And 
there Life and Light are united, where 
the number of flUntfp is born of the 
Spirit. 


52. There- 
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52. Therefore according to Rea- 
fon , Unity hath the number of Ten, 

r and the number of Ten hath Unity. 

53. Cat. O Father, I now tee 
the Univerfe , and my felf in the 

Minde. ^ 

54. l£crm. This is Regeneration, O 

Son, that we thould not any longer 
fix our imagination upon this Body, 
fubjeft to the three dimenfions, ac- 
cording to this Speech which we have 
now commented ^ That we may not 
at all calumnia e the Univerfe. 

55. Cat. Tell me, O Father,Tms 
Body that confifts of Powers, fliall it 
ever admit of any Diftblution < 

5 6 . $e: m. Good words Son, and 

fpeak not things impoffible •, for fo 
thou {halt fin, and the eye of thy 
V minde grow wicked. 

1 57. The fenfible Body of Nature 

I js far from the Eftential Generation ; 

I for that is fub jed to Diflolution, but ( 

this not ; and that is mortal, but this 

immortal. Doft thou not know that 

thou 
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thou art born a God, and the Son of 
the One, as I am i 

58. Cat. How fain would I, 0 
Father , hear that praife given by a 
Hymn, which thou faidft.thou hearuft 
from the. Powers , when I was in the 
tfDttonarp. 

59. ^crm. As ^iman&cr faid by 
way of Oracle to the i. denary : Thou 
doft well, O Son, codcfire the Solu- 
tion of the SUternarle , for thou arc 
purified. 

60. IDintinDpr, thcMindeof abfo- 
lute Power and Authority, hath de- 
livered no more unto me, then thofc 
that are written • knowing that of my 
feif, I can underftand all things, and 
hear , and fee what I will. And he 
commanded me to do thofe things 
that are good • and therefore all the 
Powers that are in me fing. 

61. scat. I would hear thee, 0 Fa- 
ther, and underftand thefc things. 

62 . l^erm. Be quiet, 0 Son, and 
now hearken to that harmonious blef- 


fing 



fine and thankfgiving •, the hymn of 
Regeneration , which I did not deter- 
mine to have fpoken of fo plainly , but 
tothyfelf in the end of all. 

63. Wherefore this is not taught, 

but hid in ftle nee. 

64. So then , 0 Son , do thou, 
{landing in the open Air , worftiip, 
looking to the North Wind, about 
the going down of the an * j 
the South,when the Sunarifeth • And 
now keep ftlence Son. 

The Secret Song. 

The Holy Speech. 

6 t.l Et all the Nature of the world 

.L entertain the hearing of this 

Hvmn. „ , ... 

66. Be opened, O Earth, and let 

allthe Treafure of the Rain be open- 
cd# 

*67. You Trees tremble not, for i 
' will 
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will fing, and praife the Lord of the 
Creation, and the #11, and the iDtie. 

68. Be opened you Heavens , ye 'j 
Winds (land ftill, and let the immort- 
al Circle of God , receive thefe 
words. 

6p. For I will fing, and praife him 
that created all things, that fixed the 
Earth, and hung up the Heavens, and 
commanded the fweet Water to come 
out of the into all the World 
inhabited , and not inhabited, to the 
nfe, and nourlhmentof all things, or 
men. 

70. That commanded the fire to 
fhine for every adion, both to Gods, 
and Men. 

71. Let us altogether give him 
bldfmg, which rideth upon the Hea- 
vens, the Creator of all Nature. 

ji. This is he that is the Eye of 
the Minde, and Will accept the praife 
of my Powers. 

7$. O all ye Powers that are in 
me, praife the and the ail. 

74. Sing 



~ 74. Sing together with my Will) 
all you Powers that arc in me. 

75.O Holy Knowledg, being en- 
lightened by thee^ I magnifie the in- 
telligible Light, and rejoyce in the 
Joy of the Minde. 

76. All my Powers fing praife 
with me , and thou my Continence, 
fing praife my^ighteoufnefsby me? 
praife that which is righteous. 

77. O Communion which is trt 
me, praife the 311. 

78. By me the SDruflj fings praife 

to the %xu% the Good praifeth the 
Good. ■ 

7P. 0 Life, O Light from us, unto 
you, comes this praife and thankfgi- 
ving. 

80. I give thanks unto thee , O 
Father, the operation or ad of my 
Powers. 

81. I give thanks unto thee ,0 
God, the Power of my operations. - ^ 

82. By me thy Word fings praife — 
unto thee, receive by me this reason- 
able 
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able (or verbal) Sacrifice in words. 

83. The powers that are in me* 
cry thefc things, they praife the an, 
they fulfil thy Will ^ thy Willand 
Councel is from thcc unto thee. 

8^ O dll , receive a reafonable 
t Sac ihct. from all things. 

Hs.fOtiV, lave all that is in us ; 
O 11 gtiren'igh'en, O the&pirtr 5 
f* r the Minde i’nidcth'or feedeth the 
Word : O Spirit bearing Work- 
in. n. 

% 6 . Thou art €od. thy a^incryeth 
tlu fe tiling unto thee through, by 
the Fee, by the ir, hytht Earth, by 
the Water , by the Spirit, by thy 
Creatures. 

87. Fiom eternity I h’vc found 

(me ins to) blefs and pr.fi fe the:’ , and 
I have what I feck 5 E r I reft inti’y 
Will. \ 

88. 2Ci 4 . O Father, I fee thou h"*T 
fungthis Song of p'aifeand blcllin?,. 
with thy whole Will • and thereto s 
have I put and placed it in my Woild. 

b’p. $aui. 



' HeffltsT'rifmegjftte * $>7 

■r itm. Say iii ihy Intelligible 
World. OS00. . ' . x '' : 

.«o] tfaf.Ido mean.in my 'tttfl- 
ligible World , for by thy Hymn and 
Song of praife, toy Miode 1 ? cnllght- 
ened; and gladly wtwMI M from 
ply Underftanding , a Thank^tVing 

imio God. _ ' 

oti ^erm. Npt rafhW,v Son* , 
9 ii scat. In my Mlnde , .6 Fa- 

* TV ferim 1 TtibfttWHgstfiati fee 

and contemplate, 

andthereforeray,_thW;Son*^the 


a> ©on, ttiou art^ *#»*#£' 
art t#e lojo, tjou art l| J E ““f* 
q*ft reatonlWc 

nutrett flf me* , « 

95. For all things are done as the 

Tho«,0 Sort, fend this accept- 
able Sacrifice to God, the falhcr ^[ 
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all things *, but propound italfo, O I 
Son, by word. o ; ' I 

■ 97. r Cat. I thank thee. Father, |. 
thou halt advifed .and inftruCtcd me | 
thus togtve praife and thank s. . . . . I 

9S - I am glad, 0 Son, to I 
fee the Truth bring forth the Fruits of { 
Oood things, and fuch jimmortal | 
Eranches. . f 

99, And learn this of me : Above [ 
all ether Vertues entertain Silence , | 
and in part unto no man, O Soo the j 
tradition ofiffiegenpration, lcaft we be j 
reputed Calumniators : For we both | 
have now fufficicntly meditated, I in f 
/peaking, thou in hearing. And now I 
tnou dolt intellectually know thy felf, 
and opr Father^ , ; 

'* . 1 . . , V ■ ' 

The end of the feventh Book. 
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The Eighth 


o F 


• Hermes Trifmegtflus. 

That the greditft Bvil in Man, 
T^e 'not knowing God. r : • 


nr v 


Hcther arc yott carried, O 

Mcn,drunken with drink- 
ing up the ftrong’ Wine 
of Igndrartcfc f which 
feeing you eaftViOt bear t 
Whv do you not vomit it up again < 
l Stand, and be fober , and look 
icaeain with the eyes of your heart $ 


p 


W 1 
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and if you cannot all do fo, yet do as 
many; as you can, . 

5* For the malice of Ignorance 
furiroundeth all the Earth , and cor- 
rupted! the Soul, (hut up in the Body, 
nor. fuffering it to arrive at the Havens 
of Salvation. . 

4 *' Suffer not your feives to be car- 
ried with the great Bream , but ftem 
the tide, you that can lay hold of the 
Kavep of. Safety,; and make your fhll 
courfeto Warden. 

5 . Seek one that may lead you by 
the coodu&youto the^door 

of TruthVan^ Khowledg, wh$re the 
deer Light is tha^j^irc from Dark- 
nefs , where there is not one drunken, 
feta*. arid in 

iookj^pi^Wm, whofe ple^S^^rtp 

. 6 . , For he canndt be 
ears^ horrlieen with eyes,norcipjfeml 
in words (|n but onely in ininde and 
heaflti , , ,* 

7- But firft thou muft tear a pecccs, 

) and 


and bwak throng 
weareft; the wetoof IgnferattG* 

foundation of all 

of Corruption , the darn Cover xre 5 

the living Death the fcnfible Car- 

cafs-, the Sepulchre, carried about 

with us , the dqmeltical Thf f i 1 ^ 
in what he loves us, hates us, envies 

US ' 8. Such is the hurtful Apparel , 

wherewith thou art cloathed, which 
draws and pulls thee downward by 
its own felf; left looking up, and fee- 
i n cr the beauty of Truth, . an d the 
Good that is repofed therein ,Jfh°u 
foouldft hate the wickednefs ot this 

garment, and underftand the traps 

and ambuflies which it hath laid for 

^ Therefore doth it labor to make 
good thofe things that feern, and are 
by the Senfes, judged and determined 5 

and the things that are truly, it hides, 
and envellopeth in much matter * 
ing what it prefents nntothee, with 

W J. 



hatefi.1 pleafure , that thoucanft n «- 

S35S3SS? ,, '« 



L The end ofthe eighth Book. 
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Hemes Tnfmegtjlus. 

A VrivverftJl Sermon to Afclepius. 



The 1 


All that is moved, 
O &friepitt3, is it not 
moved in Tome tiling# 

and by fome thing ; ^ 

a. afctep. Yes ut*. 
— deed. . V. , 

. wetm. Mua not that, m which 

i„|i 5 moved, of neceg be 

6 then the thing that » 



* • 

of ncceffity. 


t 



■- ^ 
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5. And that which moveth isir 
not itrongcr then that which is 

6. mkp. It is ftronger 

. 7 * ^erm. That in which athin« 
is moved, muft it not needs have a 

that Amoved C ° ^ ° f the thin S 
8. Bftlrp. It muft needs. 

9 - J$sxm, Is not this great World 
a Body , then which there is no 
greater i 

to. afclep. Ycs,confefTedly * 

?f rm * And ^ it not folid, as 
ftlled with many great Bodies, and in- 
deed, with all the Bodies that arc ? 

12 - £fdep ? Itisfo. 

13 - ferm. And is not the World 
a Body, and a Body that is moved ' 

14. £fcjep. It is. 

15 - term. Then what akinde of 
place muft it be, wherein it is moved, 
?nd of what Nature i Muftitnotbe 
much bigger, that it may receive the 
fonunwty of Motion e and left chae 
* which 
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which is moved, fhould for wantof 
room, be flayed, and hindered in the 

Motion? _ , , • 

16. flfclep. It mufl needs bean lm- 

menfe thing^tirmesiaufi*, but of what 

Nature ' ■ VT 

i 7 ‘ t^m. Of a contrary Nature, 

O ^fclepiUB 5 but is not the Nature of 

things unbodily, contrary to a Body * 

18. lafclep, Confeffedly* . 

19. ^errn. Therefore the place is 
unbodily but that which is unbodily, 
is either fomc Divine thing, or God 
himfelf. And by fome thing Divine, 
Ido not mean that which was made 

or begotten. 

20. If therefore it be Divine, it is 
anEffence or Subfiance •, but if it be 
God, it is above Hence 5 but he is 

otherwife intelligible. 

2 1 . For the firft, God is intelligible, 
not to himfelf , but to us; for that 
which is intelligible, is fubjc&to that 

which underftandeth by Sente. 

M t Therefore God is not intelligi- 

? ' ble 
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ble to himfelf- for not being any other 
thing from that which is underftood, 
he^ cannot be underftood by him- 

But he is another thing from 
us 5 and therefore is he underftood by 

24. If therefore Place be inteili- 
pbk 6 it is not Place but God 5 but if 
God be intelligible, he is intelligible 
not as Place, but as a capable Opera- 
tion. ' 

2 5 . Now every thing that is moved, 
is moved, not in or by that which is 
moved , but in that which ftandeth 
or refteth , and that which moveth 
ftandeth or refteth * for it is impofliblc 
it fhould be moved with it. 

26, a clrp. How then, 0 Criftne* 
giffiw, are thofe things that are here 
moved with the things that are 
moved < for thou fayeft, that the 
Spheres that wander are moved by 
the Sphere that wanders not. • 


27. ^erm. That, 0 flfdepfo*, is 


not 



i 
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. 

lot amoving together, but a counter- 

motion-, for they are not moved after 

alike maner, but contrary one to the 

other: And contrariety hath a ftand- 

ing refiftance of motion, for the iroim* 
or refiftance, is a ftaying of motion. 

2S. Therefore the wandring 
Spheres being moved contrarily to 
that Sphere which wandercth not , 

ftiall have one from another contrarie- 
ty handing of it felf. ' ' 

29. For this iBear which thou fecit 
neither rife nor go down, but turning 
always about the fame 5 doft thou 
think it moveth or ftandeth ftill ' 

30. flfclep. I think it moves. Crib 

megittu*. 

31. What motion, O flfclepius ? 

32. flftlep. A motion that is al- 
ways carried about the fame. 

33. But the Circulation which iv 
about the fame, and the motion about 
the fame, are both hidden by Station ; 
for that which is about the fame, for- 
- * v -v.irVj j« above the fame, 
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if it Hand to that which is about the! 
fame. | 

34. And fo the contrary motion! 

ftands faft always, being always efta* | 
blilhed by the contrariety, J j 

35. But I will give thee concern- 1 

ing this matter, an earthly example j 
that may be feen with eyes. f 

36. Look upon any of thefc living i. 
Creatures upon Earth, as Man forex, | 
ample, and fee him fwiming 5 for as 
the Water is carried one way, the re- s 
luxation or rcfiftance of his feet and ; 
hands is made a ftation to the man, ! 
that he ihould not be carried with the 
Water, nor fink underneath it. 

37. Sfclep. Thou haft laid down 
a very eleer example, 2frifme#lSu3. 

38. l£crm, Therefore every moti- 
on is in ftation, and is moved of fta- 
tion. 

39. The motion then of the World, 
and of every material living thing , 
happeneth not to be done by chofe 
things that are without the World 5 

bus 
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kutbvthofe things within it, a Soul, 
ot Spirit » or fome- other unbodi y 
thing, tpthofe things which arc wnh- 

pU 'i For an inanimated Body doth 

„ot 4 now , much lefs a Body if nbe 

'“’srwh.rrts 

they not moving Bodies ' . 

L mm. By no means, O 9 fcle< 

mus, for that within the Body which 
moves the inanimate thing, is not the 
Body , that moves both as well the 
Body of that which beareth, as the 
Body of that whichis born •, forone 
dead or inanimate thing, cannot move 
another ; that which moveth, muft 

needsbc alive if it move. . • 

4?. Thou feeft therefore how the 

Soul is futcharged, when tt carneth 

two Bodies. . ;fcft h f 

44. And now it is mamfeft , that 

the things that ate moved ate moved 
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in fomething, and by fomething. 

45. iifelep, The things that arc 

moved, 0 muft needs be 

moved in that which is void or empty, 
fomium, *m. 

4 6, Beadvifed, O fifekpias, for of 
all the things that are, there is nothing 
empty, oncly that which is not, is 
empty and a (hanger to cxiftcncc or 
being. 

47. But that which is , could not 
be if it were not full of cxiftcncc* 
for thac which is in being or exiftcnce, 
can never be made empty. 

48. Hfilep. Are there not therefore 
(ome things that are empty, O 
megtffu?, as an empty Barrel, an empty 
Hogfhead, an empty Well, an empty 
Wine-P refs, and many fuc'h like ' 

4 9 ‘ I^cr»n. o the groftnefs of thy 
Error, O aftlcptns, thofe things that 
are nioft full and replenifhed , dofi: 
thou account them voyd and empty e 

50. £TcFep. What may be thy 
meaning ItifmegiO«0, 

51. ^etm. 
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< 1 , I^etm. Is not the Ait a Body < 
<2. afclep. It is a Body. 

5?. tom. Why then this Body, 
doth it not pafs through all things 
that are'and palling through 
them ' and that Body doth itnot con- 
filt of the mixture of the four there- 
fore jtU.thofe things which thou called 

empty, are full of Ayr. . • 

<4. Therefore thofe things that 

thou called empty, thou oughteft to 
call them hollow, not empty s f 
they exift and are foil of Ayr and 

SP ‘« aftltp. This reafon is beyond 
all contradiaion, 0 JCiinuestBus, but 
what (hall we call the Place , m which 

the whole Univerfe is move . 

5$. $erm. Call it incorporeal, O 

flit 57?W What is that incorpo- 

the whole, wholly comprehending^ 
felf, fret from all Body, undeceive- 
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able, invisible, impaflible from a Body j 
it felf, (landing fad in it felf, capable | 
of ail things , and that favor of the i- 
things that are. ? 

5p. Whereof the <E 5 ood, theCruty,l 
the ^rthetrpal the 0rt&etppe of; 
theSoul, are as it were Beams. I 

60, $fdep, Why then , what is j 
God i 

6f. ^erm. That which is none of 
thefe things, yet is, and is the caufe of *' 
Being to all, and every one of the f 
things , that are *, for he left nothing i, 
deftitute pf Being. • I 

62. And all thiHgs are made of j 

things that are, andnot of things that 
are not 3 for the things that 1 are not, 
have not the nature to be able to be 
made * and again, the things that are, 
have not the nature never to be, ot 
not to be at all. • • : ; 

6 3. afclep. Whatdoft ihoiltte 
fay at length, that God is i 

641 islerm. God is not a Minde,but 
the Caufe that the Minde is 3 not a 

Spirit* 


Spirit, but the Caufe that the Spiw 
not Light, but the Caufe t^K 

k^SS.'* Therefore we muflfwffltfbip 

God 5 by thefe iwo App^'W*. 

which are proper to hun*l9W..'W4 

to no other. ’ ill 

66 For neither of all th? . Other, 

which are calledGods, norofMen, 

Ira.tn.ona, or Angelo, "Any one 

bl^hough never fohtde, good, fave 

° n t G Aid^tieis,.and,^i 

elfeVbut all other thiogs arc fepaiahlc 

frotn the nature of Godd. . ^ 

6 i. For tlK : Bq.dy and the So^ 
have no place that is capable of, of 

oancontainthejo^^' o^is 

69. For the greatneis ui ^ rj 
» great as the Exigence 
that are both M.ty and nnboddy, 
bdih fenfible and intelligible. . 

This is the ■ Co^ ' ,.^- 

See theftfote that thbudo not 
1 M 
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ntaftytime, call ought elfif Good, I 
fctf ifo thou ftult be impious, qrany 
eife God, but onely the Good, for | 
fbtbo» ftftlt again be impious. . j' 

; ^I 't^iWqrd it is often faid by all > 
men the Good j but all men do not [ 
underhand what it is *, but through j 
Igndrartce they call both the Gods, ( 
and foiftc men Good * that can never 
eithtrbe or be ma& fty. 

75. : therefore all the other Cods \ 
are honored with the title andap^elta- j 
tton of God, but God is the Good, 
not according to Heaven , but ; Na- 
ture. - • V k _ 

74. tor thelfe 'is one Nature of 
God, e ven the Good , and one kihdc 
of them, both, from whence all' are 
Itindes. ... 

. ( 7j. For he that is Good, is the 
giver of all things,and takes nothings 
and therefore gjves i( ^ things, 
and receives nothing. ‘ 

; other twlc and^pp«na- 

tion. 


riorf: ‘is- die Father., -becaBfe 

^rigiUtogiaifotKistTH^rtof 

^ teen Vhe 

Si 

wel minded, to beget children. 

7 8. As likewife, ic is the greateft 
misfortune and impiety, for any t° be 

ra^risSpfc 

the nature of a man, nor of a woman, 
which is an accurfcd thing under the 

Sim 79 . Therefore, O ardepius, never 
, congratulate any man that is chi 
lets; but on the contrary , P«y h s 
misfortune , knowing what pumflr- 
ment abides, and is prepared for 

“to. Let f W , and fuch mane t 

la 01 
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of things, O aaieptOB. be f. id as a 

certain precognition of all things in| * * **** u t44 1 

l. The end of the ninth Book, f ^ ent ^ 

OP 

Hermes Trifmegi/lm 


A 




( a 


J3T.;. 

-1 d;JI i> 


< u * 


: ? i * 


is -1 


a ,ci 


Tkt Minde to. Hermes. - 

Orbe3r thy Speech; O 
1 ^ermes CxtfmegtttHS » 
and call to minde to 
thofe things that are 
(aid : but I will not 
delay to (peak what 

n-L, comes into my minde, fuh'«« “*“][ 
T* 1 ' men have fpoVen many thmg,and 
rhofe very different , concernmgtho 
; Univevfcjand Good 5 hut I have not 

i. learned the Truth. . • , . 

2. Therefore , the Lord make it 
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plain to me in this, point ; for i will | 
belccvc thee onely, for the mamfefta- ; 

3. Then faid thcMindehow the r 

cafe Hands. ; 

4. God and All. 

5 God, Eternity, the World, ; 
Time, Generation. 

6. .God made Eternity, Eternity j 

the World , the World Time , and i 
Time Generation. j 

7. Of God , as it were the Sub- j 
ftance,is the < 25 coD, the fair, Meaner?, j 

S. Of Eternity, Identity, or Self- 
nefs. 

9. OF the World, Order. 

10. Of Time, Change. 

: 11. Of Generation, Life, and 

Death. . 

i>. But the Operation of God , 
isMindeandSoul.. 

. ly. Of Eternity, Permanence, or 
Long-lafting, and Immortality. 

14*. Of the World, Reftitutipn, 

; and 


‘"^'ofTTm^Augmcntatlon,^ 

of Cenerauon 

It Thetefote&ermty'smGod- 

i tutor* 

C ° t the World is moved » »«* 

%. time is determine A « the 

W ° rW 'r,ner;monisdone ifttime. 

z tS>» *!«*"' 

tinoatain of all things, is Goa • 

5 , a the Sabftance Eternity- 
t. TheMatter is the Wodd . 

X The Power ofGodisEter 

nity ‘ And the Wo A of fcetnity > j* 

t he Wodd'not y« made, and yet ever 

^hSftaU^^y 
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any time deftroyed, for Eternity is 
incorruptible. { 

3 i. Neither can any thing perilh, 
or be deftroyed in the World , the 
World: being contained, and em- 
braced by eternity. 

32. Bat what is the Wifdojni of 
God ' Even theCtoo, and the jftlr, 
and Bleftednefs, and every Vertue,and 
Eternity. 

33 - Eternity therefore put into the 
Matter Immortality and Everlafting- 
nefs ; for the Generation of that de- 
pends upon Eternity, even as Eternity 
doth of God. 

34. Eor Generation and Time, in 
Heaven, and in Eirtli, are of a double 
Nature-, in Heaven they are unchange- 
able, and. incorruptible *, but on Earth 
they are changeable , . and corrupti- 
ble. 

35. And the Soul Of Eternity , is 
God* and the Soul of the Woild, E- 
ternity ; ana of the Earth, Heaven. 

35 . . G6d is in the MindCjthe Mindc 
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in the Soul, the Soulin the Matter, alt 

thi 37 $ ff tte Suiverfal Body, » 

all Bodies is full of Soul* 

S^wmJ*,****" 

without he contains them, quickmng 

th£ }J n »utheqmckensthisper- 
feftHving thing the Woild, and with, 

m lo' And Aovdn Heaven he abides 
in Identity or Selfnefs, but below up 
on Earth be changeth Generation. 

4,j. Eternity coroprehendeth the 

W orld, either by Hcceffuy, orPrt- 
Vi t" C And^f any Ml *ink "9 

other thing, it/isGod thataGuateth, 

* 

God, is Power infuperable, to which 
none may compare any thing, 
Humane or Divine. ^ Therc . 
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44. Therefore, 0 prmee, think 
none of thefe things below , or the 
things above , in any wife like unto 
Goa for if thou doft , thou erreft 
fromthe Troth. 

45. For nothing can be like theun* 
like, and onely,and One $ norraayeft 
thou think, that he hath given of his 
Power to any other thing. 

46. For who after him can make 
any thing, either of Life, or Immor- 
tality*, of Change, or of Quality ■* 
and himfelf, what other thing (hould 
he make * 

47. For God is not idle , for then 
all things would be idle •, for all things 
are full of God. 

48. But there is not any where in 
the World, fuchathing as Idlencfs 5 
forldlenefs is a name thatimpliech a 
thing voyd or empty, both of a Doer, 
and a thing done. 

49. But all things muft neceflarily 
be made or done both always, and ac- 
cording to the nature of every place. 


50. For 


ffemes ( Triftnegijltit • 

1 <0. For he; that maketh or doth, is 
in ail things* yet not faftnpd or com- 
prehended La any thing * nor. making , 

L doing one thing, but all things. 

5* lot being an ***«&*£ 
tinn Power, *nd fufficient of hirofdt 

forthe things that are made, andt 

things that aremade, are under m»- 

World is fubjeft to thy fight, an 
underftand exaaiv the Beauty there-. 

°* A Body immarcefcible , then 
the which, there is nothing more am 
denT, yet always vigorous and 

y °54 g See alfo thefeven Worlds 1 fcE 
over us , adorned with anevcrlafong 
Order, and filling Eternity , with a 

differentcourfe. fT *, e 

55, For all things are full of Light* 

butthe Fire is no where. • 

56. For the friend (hip, and com- 
mixture of contraries and unlike, be^ 

Smc Lighting ftca theMo, 
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Operation of God, the Father of all 
Good, the Prince of all Order, and 
the Ruler of the Seven Worlds. 

57. Look aUo upon the Moon* the 
forerunner of them all, the Inftrument 
of Nature, and which changeth the 
Matter here below, 

58. Behold the Earth, the middle 
of the whole, the firm and (table 
Foundation of the Fair World , 
the Feeder and -Nurfc of Earthly 
things. 

59. Confider moreover, ho w great 
the multitude is of immortal living 
things, and of mortal ones alfo 5 and 
fee the Moon going about in the midft 
of both, to wit,' of things immortal 
and mortal. 

60. But all things are full of Soul, 
and all things are proporly moved by 
it; foine things about the Heaven, 
and fome things about the Earth, and 
neither of thofe on the right hand to 
the left ; nor thofe on the left hand to 
the right ; nor thofe things thataro 

above, 
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above, downward; nor thofe things 

that are below, upwards. . 

And that all thefc things a 
made, O beloved ^etmes, thou needft 

BOt if ronhey arc B.dks, and have 

4 6°^’ AmUhat all thefc fliould come 
tofiCthct into one , if is rmpoffible 
^hhoutfomc thing, to gather them 

l °® therefore there mufthe fome 
fuch ones, and he altogether Onts 

f 65. Par fccing thatehc motions are 

among themallilt is impofftble there 

nt b /oroS«SotWtby 

m 6i' But in the weaker, there would 

bqcaUHific of the ftronger.and thence 
al 68 CO And n if 0 ?hete were one Maker 

of mible and mortal living ghia, 

* * •> 


n 
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he would del ire a Ho to mate i minor- 
tal ones, as he that were the Malter of 

imniorcal ones, w$>uld do to make 
mortal, • 

69. Moreover alfo, if there were 
two j the Matter being one a who 
Ihould be chief, ot have the difoofine 
of thefadyre? ■ , ■ r ^ 

■ 70, brif both of them* which of 
, them the greater patpf 

71. But thinks thus that -every li- 
:ving Body hat,h 7 k* conitihncc; of 
Matterjflfid Soiikt $nd G f t; hat which 
is immortal,and t|>ae which ip mortal, 
andunroafonable. 

71 - /for all liyitvg Bodies ' have a 
?°}»* and thofe ihimgs that are not 
living are ontly neuter by it fclf. 

73 ; And theSpul |iLewi{eofit/elf 
drawing neer her Maker, isthecaufe 
of Me, and Being b and Being the 
caule of Life., drafter a n)nnejr , thre 
cauie of immortal things. 

7 ¥ ;How then .am 'mortal wights, 
othwfrpmifttmoiiftl^r, u; , 

T > • Or 
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7 5 * Or how cannot he make Hying 
w ighis thatcaufeth immortal things, 

That f omc Body that 

doth thefe things, h is apparent, and 
that he is alfo one, ft ts moft maniftft • 
77, For there is one Soul, one LUC, 

and one Matter. .• » ' 

7S. Who is this i who can it be, 

other then the dDnctDot) • . , - 

70. For whom elfe can it benefit, 

to make living things, favc onely God 

^go. There is therefore one dod. 7 
gi F or it is a ridiculous thing to 
confefs the World to be one , one 
Sun, one, Moon, one Divinity ; and 
yet to have I know not hoyy m?ny 

g °g S 2 V He therefore being O ne,;doth 
all things many things* , : c t 

srindwhatgwxhingisatf^ 

God* to make Life*$ Soul, W-fe 

mortality, and Change, whent^ y . 


doft fo many thing V h ; ^ • c | of 
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84. For thou both feed, Fpcakeft, he oth hot do, tlftnis he vjf h were 
and heareft, duelled, tafteft, and lawful to fay fo) imperfeft. ■ 
touched, walked, underdandeft, and * go. Whereas feeing he is np?. idle, 
breathe!!. but p^rfc<5t *, certainly he dot h c all 

85 . And it is not one that feeth, and things. - 

another that heareth , and another p It t4ow give thy felf unto rne^ O 
that fpeaketh, and another that touch- ^ermes, Fora little while, thou (halt 
eth , and another that fmelleth, and the more eafily underftand > th^tjt js 
another that walketh, and another the neceflary wotk of Cod, that all 
that underdandech , arid another that things (hould be made or donf ^ that 
breatheth *,but One that doth all thefe arc done , or were onCe done pr (|»all 
'things. ! be done. • - "... V. ; . , 

$ 6 . ^ Yet neither can thefe things t 92. And this, Q bed Beloved, is 
poflibly be without God. (Ifc, 

87. For as thou, if thouibouldft 1 93. And this is the jFair. T 

ceale from doing theft things, weit 1 94* And this is the 

not a living wiglit 5 fo if Cod (hould ^ 95. And this is ©oo. . 

ceafc from thofe, he were not (Which 1 6 $. And if thou wilt underftana 

is /iot lawful to fay) any longer S this by wotk alfo, mark what hap* 

Ccfd. ; I pensWthyfelf, When thou Wilt gene- 

88 . For if it be already demon- rate. • 

firmed -, that nothing can be idle or \ 97. And yet this is not like' hitto 

empty -how much more maybe affirm- • him*, for he is not fenfible of plea- 

cdofCod? ’L * . f ure ^ for neither hath he ahy other 

89. per if there be any thing which j Fellow-workman. 

; -f* he K 
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" 1 - * ' < V ! * - ^ 

?$. But being himfelf the onely 
Workman, he is always in the Work, 
himfelf being that which he doth or 
m.iktth. ; ’ 

99'. for all things , if they Were 
fqparated from,, him, muft needs fall 
atid die >t as. there being no life in 
them. ' ' / ; • 

ioof J And, again, if all things Be 
living wighti; both which arc w Hea n 
verify inSrupbn Ei rtfr • and tlSiat there 
b'^bhe Life in ah things which Js made 
by Qod, .and that, is God, then cer* 
t'a‘irrfy ifl^hings are made, or clone oy- 
God. ■ , , r 

i oi . Life is the union of thetyinde, 
and the Soul. 

10 % . . But death is not the 


otyof jhofe things that were gathered 
together* .but a diflblying of thellnt- 
ori. 

103. The Image therefore pf God, 
is Eternh v, of Eternity the World, 
o; tfye World the Sun, of the $un 
Man. 

104. But 
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. 194. But the people % , That 
changing is Death, becaufe the Body 
is diffolved., and the Life goeth into 

that which appeared) not. 

,05, By this difeourfe, my deareft 
JBcrmta, 1 affirm as thou heareft, That 
the World ischangcd, becaufe every 
day part thereof becomes lnvihble > 

bucthat it is never dilfolved, ; 

106. And thefe are the Paffionscfr 
the World, Revolutions, anjl Oceul- 
tations, and Revpljuion is a turning, 

but Occuitadon is Renovation. , 

,07. And the World being all 
formed , hath not the forms lying 
without it, but it feif changed* m it 
fclf. 

I0§. Seeing then the World is all 
formed , what muft he be that made 

it * for without form, be cannot be. 

ioo. And if he be all formed, he 
will be kept like the World v V& “ 
he have but one form, he Iball be m 
this regard lefs then the World. 

no. What do we then fay that he 
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is ? we will not raife any doubts by 
our fpccch p for nothing that is doubt- 
ful concerning God; is yet known. 

iii. He hath therefore one 3f0es 
which is proper to him , which be- 
caufeit i? unbodily, is not fubjeft to 
the fight, and yet (hews all forms by 
ihe Bodies. 

1 12 . And do not wonder, if there 
bean incorruptible 

1 1 3. For they are’ like the Margents 
of that Speech which is in writing 5 
for they feem to be high and fwclling, 
but* they arc by nature fmooth and 
even. 

1 14. But uncerftand well th’s that 
I fav, more boldly >for it is more true : 
As a man catfnot live without life, fo 
neither can God live, not doing 
good. 

1 1 5. For this is, ns it were, the Life 
and Motion of God, to move all 
things, nnd quicken them. 

11 6 . Butfomcof the things I have 
faid, muft have a particular explica- 
tion : 
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tion : Underftand then what I fay. 

1 17. All things are in God, not as 
lying in a place 3 for Place is both a 
Body, and immoveable , and thofe 
things that arc there placed, have no 

motion. . , 

118. For. they lieotherwiic in that 

which is unbodily, then in the fan-, 
tafie, or to appearance. . - 

119. Confidcrhim that contains all 
things, and underftand, that nothing 
is more capacious, then that which is 
incorporeal, nothing more (wife, no- 
thing more powerful* but it is moft 
capacious, moft fwift , and molt 

! 120. And judg ofjthisby thy felf, 

s command thy Soul to go into 3Bnaia, 

\ and fooner then thou canft bid it, it 

I will be there. , 

121. Bid it likewife pals overthe 
ADcean, and fuddenly it will be there : 

! Hot as palling from place to placc,but 
r fuddenly it will be there. 

122. Command it to flie into Hea- 

\ .. Kj ven. 
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ven, and it will need no Wings, : nei- 
ther fhall any thing hinder it not 
the fire of the Sun, not the fletfcer, not! 
the turning of the Spheres , not the 
bodies of any of the other Stars, but 
cutting through all, it will flic up to 
the latt, and furtheft Body. 

123. And if thou wilt even break 
the whole, and fee thofe things that 
are without the World ( if there be 
any thing without) thou mayeft. 

124. Behold how great powers 
how great fwifenefs thou haft ! Canft 
thou do all thefc things, and cannot 
God? 

125. After this maner therefore 
contemplate God to havfc all the 
whole World ro hirtifclf, is it were 
all thoughts, or incellc&ions. 

12 6. If therefore thou wilt not t* 

qual thy felf to God, thou canft not 
underftand God. / 

127. For the like is intelligible by 
the like. 

ia8. Increafe tliy felf unto. an im* 

meafurablc 


every Body , . ^ mnkfSx .rtf 

Time, become Eternrcy, and thou fflaU 

Jnderftahd Gbd : If 

th v felf, that nothing is iffipolible, 

tl accounted thy felf iaWtpM, ^ 
that thou canft underftand all thing?, 

‘ vc yy A^, "Sctenc?, and, ?he 

maner imd' cuftom of eve, y living 

th n 8 9 . Become higher then all height, 
lowtr then all de ? ths,.iothptehc^ 
in thv felf the qualities bf all tne 
Creatures, of the Fite, the W 
the Dry, and Moyft •, and conceive 
likewife, that thou canft at oh£t he 
every where in the Sea, intheEa.rh. 

1 ,0. Thou (halt at once underftand 
thy felf , not yW .begotten m the 

Womb, young, old.to he de , th 

things after death, and all theie toge 
then a® alfo, times, 

qualities, quantities, or elfe th 60 ,«»nft 

r But if thou (hut Up thy Soul 
} K 4 w 
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I 

•in the Body, andabufeir, and fay, I 
nnderftand nothing, I can do nothing, 

I am afraid of tne Sea , I cannot 
Climb up into Heaven , I know not 
who I am , I cannot tell what I (hall 
be ; what haft thou to do with God t 
for thou canft underftand none of 
thofe Fair and Good things ; be a 
lover of the Body, and Evil. 

132; For it is tnegreateft evil, not 
to know God. 

133. But to be able to know, and 
to will, and to hope, is the ftraight 
way, and Divine way, proper to the 
Good; and it will every where meet 
thee , and every where be feen of 
thee, plain and eafie, when thou doft 
not expe& or look for it : It will meet 
thee, waking, Beeping, failing, travel- 
ing by night, by day, when thou 
fpcakeft, and when thou keepeft 
filence. 

1 34. for there is nothing which is 
not the Image of God. 

*35, And yet thou fay eft, God is 

invifible. 
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invifible, hutbeadvifed , for who is 
more manifeft, then He. «. 

116. For iherefore hath he made 
all things , that thou by all things 

‘"^Th-s'sthe Good of God, 

this is hisVertue, to appear, and to 

be feen in all things. . 

t' 8 There is nothing invifible, n 
net* of thofe things that areincorpo- 

rC i'ja. TheMindeisfeen in Undet- 
(landing, and God is feen’ in doing or 

| m f 4 o S Let thefe things thus far forth 
f be made manifeft unto thee, O % i 

I ""^""Underlland inliltemaner, all 
\ other things by thy felf, and thou 

| {halt not be deceived. 


The end of the tenth Book. 
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The Eleventh Book 

OF 

Hermes Trifmegijlus . 
Of the Common Minde to Tat. 


He Minde, 0 SEaf, is of the 
very Eflcnce of God, if 
yet there be any Eflencc 
of God. 

2. What kindeof Ef- 
fcnce that is , he atone knows himfelf 
cxadUy. 

3. The Minde therefore is not cut 
ofij or divided from the cfientiality of 

God, 



rime 


vijlui. 


God, 'but aimed as * Ughfof-Ac 
SU 4. And this Minde in inen, 

jnd therefore are feme mien T>mne , 

and there Humanity ismeer D**! 1 *^ 
c For the good tDtnien c3Uea 
Gods imrtiortal men, and men mortal 

G ^ S Biitmthebruit.Btafts,wumea. 

fonable living Wights , theMind 

KerethereisaSoul,.^ 
is the Minder as where there is Lite, 

there is alfo a Soul. . 

8 In living Creatures therefore* 

| arc without Reafon, the Soul is 
I ffi“voyd of the operations of the 

^FortheMindeisthe&neftjM 

of the Souls of men, andwotkethto 

th jr°And G i^un'reafonable things « 
coopetateth wtththe Nature ofevc- 
tyonebf them, but in men ltworketh 
sgainft their Natures: Fot 
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1 1. For the Soul being in the Body,* 
is ftraight way made Evil by Sorrow, 
and Grief, and Pleafure or Delight. 

12. For Grief and Pleafure , flow 
like Juices from the compound Body,; 
whereinto, when the Soul entereth, 
ordefeendeth , ihe is moyftened and 
tinned with them, 

- 13. As many Souls therefore, as 
the Minde governech orover-ruleth, 
to them it fhews its own Light, refift* 
ing their prepoflfeflions or prefumpti- 
ons. 

14. As a good . Phyfitian grieveth 
the Body , prepoflMed of a difeafe, 
by burning or launcing it for healths 
fake. 

15. After the fame maneralfo, the 
Minde^grieveth the Soul, by drawing 
it out of Pleafure, from whence every 
difeafe of the Soul procecdcth. 

1 6. But the great Difeafe of the 
Soul is &Qetfin, becaufc that opinion 
followeth to all Evil, and no Good. 

17. Therefoic the Minde refilling, it 

procurcth 


procurer!. Good to the Soul , aS a 
phyfitian health to the Body . 

ii. But asmany Souls of®'"?, 
do not admit or entertain the Mmde 
for their Governor, dofuffer the tame 

S that the Soul tlfunreafonable 

SouVbeirtg a Ct-jaW 
with them, permits o,r 

their c'dncupifcences, whereuntothey 
are carried by the torrent ofthe'rAp 
netite and fo tend to brutdhnefs. , 

,0 ' And as bruit Bealls, they are 

an ory without rcafon, and they defire 
without reafon, and never ceale; not 

are fatisfied with evil. . ■ j 

For unreafonable Angers an 
Defi.es, are the moft exceeding E- 

fli And therefore- hath God ftt 

the Minde overthefe, asaRevcns, 

and Reprover ofthem • 

madeft to rnc, is in danger to be ov ^ _ 








thrown : For if it.be fatal for any man 
to commit 2lo«lter]?.or ^aerifecg, or do 
any evil,* h,e is pjiniflicd alfo, though 
he of ncceility , do ‘the work of Fact 

prDefliny^ .[S'. .. * ' T , 

24'. A ]1 things, O. Son, arc| 

the work of Fate, and without, can 
no bodily tiling^ either Gbqujor Evil 
be dgnef. ' .... 

z % {) For it is d ecreed by I^e, that 
hejtfiatdpth any evil, fhould alfo fuffer 
fbf it. ; 'r V J. 4 . t ' ; :. <ir j : 

.2 6 * And therefore he doth it, that 
hentay fuffer that which he fuffereth, 
becauie he.did.it. 

27. But for theprefent let atone that 
fpcecli , concerning Evil and Fate, 
for at other tjme$ vve have ipoken 
of it. 

28. Now our difeourfe is about the 
Minde, and what it can do, and how 
it differs, and is in men fuch a one,but 
in bruit Beafts changed. 

29. And again, in bruit Bcafts it is 
not beneficial, but in men by quench- 
ing 


ing 


hf*}\ their Anger and Concupi- 

^rMdoF men thou muft under- 
ftand, fome to he rational or govem- 

‘ed hy reafon. and feme irrational 

, l But all men are fobjea to fate, 

3n 'd to Generation, and Change ; fot 
thefe are the beginning and end of 

F « “khdaS men fuffer thofe things 

that are decreed by Fate . . 

' 22 But rational, men, over V-K 0 ** 1 *, 
as ^etaid, the Minde bears rule, do 
not fuffer like unto other nwJi.W 
bein^free frnm vicioufnefs, atia being 


vick 

note^Ctheydofulftreva. 


34. ' Cat. How fly eft tho.u this a-. 

gam Father; An anultettr, is. he not 

evil ; a sguttljeiuyis he not evil . and. 

fo alb others. . . ^ 

3 r But the rational man, U 

Son, will not fuffer. for 

as the Adulterer, nor for Muither,but 

as the Murtherer. r 
$ 6 . And it is impaffiblc to cfcape 
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the Quality of Change, as of Gene- 
ration, but the Vicioufnefs > hejhat 
hath the Minde, may efcape. 

37. And therefore, O Son, I have 
always heard the good jsDcnion fay, 
and ff he had delivered it in Writing, 
he had much profited all mankinde: 
For He alone, 0 Son, as the firft born, 
God, feeing all things, truly fpake 
Divine words. I have heard him fay 
fomctimcs, Stljat all tyings arc cn? tying* 
fcpcdUIp intelligible 15 oDies, tyat all 
tfpccfallt' intelligible HBoDtcsare one. 

38. Wc live in Fewer, in Adt, and 

inEcernitv. , 4 ,. . . 

3 9 . Therefore a good Mirtde, IS 
th:\t whLh the Soul of him is. 

, 4 q. And ifthis be fo, then n6 intel- 
ligible thing differs from intelligible 
things. 

kt . As therefore it is poflible, that 
the Minde, the Prince of alhhings* 
fo like wife, that the Soul that is or 
God, can do whatfoever it will. 

' 42. But undeiftand thou well, for 
• this 
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gently withdraw by ^ finde 

Contentious lpe«nes,t o£ 

that in Truth, the Mm«, [ bo[h 
Cod bears rule over ^all h | thct 
over Fate, and Law, ana 

thin 8 s ‘ a j nAthinf is impoffible to 

srsrtf » tf “ i “ 

excellent faymgs = 
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the Minde workethor a&eth after thi 
maner of Nature , co-operating alft 
with their { impeto*) inclinati] 
ons. 

A 9» Now the impetuous inclinati 
©ns of bruit Beafts, as I conceive, arc 
Paffions. If therefore the Minde do 
co-operate with thefe impetuous In- 
clinations, and that they are the Paf- 
fions in bruit Beafts, certainly the 
Minde is alfo a Paflion, conforming it 
felf to Paflions. 

5 ° Well done Son, thou 

askeft nobly, and yet it is juft that I 
lhouldanfwerthee. 

51. All incorporeal things, O Son, 
that are in the Body, are paflible, nay, 
they are properly Paflions. 

52. Everything thatmoveth is in- 
corporeal; every thing that is moved 
is a Body ; ana it is moved into the 
Bodies by the Minde.- Now Motion 
is Paflion, and there they both fuffer * 
as well that which moveth , as that 
which is moved, as well that which 

ridetb, 
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ruleth * as that which is ruled. 

53. But being freed from the Body, 
it is freed likewile from Paflion. ^ 

54. Butefpecially, O Son, there is 
nothing impaflible, but all things are 

palfible^^ p 2 ^ ion differs f rom that 

which is paflible ; for that (Paflion) 

a&cth, but this fuffers. 

56. Bodies alfo of themfelves do 
ad- for either they arc unmoveabk, 
orelfe arc moved; and which foever 

it be, it is a Paflion. 

cn But incorporeal things do al- 
ways a<ft, or work, and therefore they 

are paflible. . 

<8. Letnottherefore the appellati- 
ons or names trouble thee , for A&ion 
and Paflion are the fame thing, but 
that it is not grievous to ufc the more 

honorable name. A . 

50. scat. 0 Father, thouhaildc- 
livered this Difcourfe moft plainly. 

60. I&erai- Confidcr this alio , U 
Son, That God hath freely bellowed 
L a upon 
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upon man , above all other living 
things, thefetwOjto wit, Minde and 
Speech, or Reafon, Kty ti equal to im* 
mortality. 

6 1. Thcfe if any man ufe,or implpy 
upon what he ought, he (hall differ 
nothing from the Immortals. 

61 . Yea rather going out of the 
Body, he fliall be guided and led by 
them, both into the Quier and Society 
of the Gods, and bleffed Ones. 

63 . 2£at. Do not other living Crea- 
tures ufe Speech, 0 Father? 

64. ^crm* No, Son, but onely 
Voyce*, now Speech and Voycc do 
differ exceeding much •, for Sp :ech is 
common to all men, but Voyce is 
proper unto every kindc of living 
thing. 

63 . SEaf. Yea, but the Speech of 
men is different, 0 Father 5 every man 
according to his Nation. 

66 . Iperm. It is true ,0 Son,rhey do 
differ : Yet as man is one,fois Speech 
one alfo 5 and it is interpreted and 

found 
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found the fame, both in ffistpt.pei W, 

a l® But thou feemeft unto me Son, 

6 ‘ r a y 0 r commanded the Soul 
STe in the Body, the Minde, in the 

SSSSSs 

th r Therefore the Word is the 
, 69 ' T of the Minde, and the Minde 

of God! and the Body of the JW. 

AndGod°is’ about things, 
and through all *boutThe 

aboUtt airii«boutthe Matter. . 

| h* 3 
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and Nature, are the Organs or Inftru- 
ments of the World, and of the Or* 
derof Matter, 

73 For of thofethings thararein- 
tdligibl*,every one is * but the Eflence 
of them is Identity. 

74. But of the Bodies of the whole, 
or univerfe, every one is many things. 

75* For the Bodies that are put to- 
gether, and that have, and make their 
changes into other, having this Iden- 
tity, do always faveandprelervethc 
uncorruption of the Identity. 

7 But in every one of the com- 
pound Bodies, there is a number. 

77. For without Number it isnn- 
polfible there fhould be confiftence 
or conftitution, or compofition , or 
diflolmion. 

78. But Unities do both beget and 
increalc Numbers, and again being 
difTolved, come into themfelves , 

7 9 > And the Matter is One. 

89. But this whole World , the 
great Cod a and the Image of the 

Greater, 


flermes'TrifmegiJlM- 151 

©ses* 

i And there is nothing therein, 

u w rbe Fternity o£ ihe Revo- 

thtoi^h'all t^E ^ { ^ whok ^ not 

* h R, W ?o'rthefathetwo«lAh*veicas 

long as it lalts , to ,be a G ^ 

therefore O Son, can 

* 4 - How therefore^ 

Univerfc"in thefulnefs of Life,' any 
de 85. th Fo S r S dying is corruption, 

corruption is deftmaiot- f he 

%6 How then can ujjm « d 

incorruptible be corrupted, or oh . 

hedefttoyedr oftther , to 

nouhcVwing things! n the WoiWdie, 

though they be ports hereof ^ 
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8S. ^erm- Be wary in thy Speech, 
O Son, and not deceived in the names 
of things. 

8 9> For they do not die, 0 Son, 
but as compound Bodies they are dif- 
folved. 

90. But diffolution is not death-, and 
they are diflolved, not that they may 
be deftroyed, but that they may be 
made new. 

, 91 • What then is the operati- 
on of Life i Is it not Motion i 
92. I£erm. And what is there in the 
World unmoveable ? Nothing at all, 
O Son, 

SCat. Why, doth not the Earth 
feem unmoveable to thee, O Father i 
94. J^erm. No,butfubje&tomany 
motions, though after a maner, it a- 
lone be (table. 

95* What a ridiculous thing it 
were , that the Nurfe of all things 
{bould l?e unmoveable, which beareth 
and bringeth forth all things if 
96. For it is impofiible , that any 

thing 
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thing that bringcch forth, fhould bring 
forth without Motion. . . . 

P7. And a ridiculous queihon it is, 
Whether the fourth part of the whole, 
be idle : For the word immoveable, 
or without Motion , fignifies nothing 
elfe, but idlenefs. 

98. Know generally, O Son, That 
whatfoever is in the World, is moved 
cither according to Augmentation or 

Diminution. . , ' . 

99. But that which is movedilivetti 
alfo,yet it is not ncce{fary,that a living 
thing (hoald be or continue the fame. 

100. For while the whole World 

is together, it is unchangeable,© Son, 
but all the parts thereof are change- 
able. . , 

10 1. Yet nothing is corrupted or 

deflroyed, and quite aboliftied , but 
the names trouble men. 

102. For Generation is not Lire , 
but Senfe-, neither is Change Death, 
but Forgetfulnefs, or rather Occulta- 
tion, and lying hid. 
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Or better thus. 

102. defeneration is not a Creation 
ef Eife, but a potation of tfjtagflfo $>enfe, 
anO making them manffeft. jpeitfcr is 
C&ange IDeaty, but an oaultafion o; Ijtoing 
of tyittobuftfoM. 

103. Thefc things being fo , all 
things are Immortal, Matter, Life, 
Spirit, Soul, Minde, whereof every 
living thing confifteth. 

104. Every living thing therefore, 
is Immortal, becaufe of the Minde, 
but efpecially Man , who both re- 

ceivetn God , and converfcth with 
him. 

ioj. For with this living wight a- 
lone is God familiar * in the night by 
dreams, in the day by Symbols or 
Signes. 

106. And by all things doth he 
foretel him of things to come, by 
Birds, by Fowls, by the Spirit, or 
Wind, and by an Oke. 

107. Wherefore alfo Man profefs- 
e$h to know things that have been, 

things 



ftings that are prefent, and things to 
;ome. 

108. Confider this alfo , O Son, 
rhat every other living Creature go- 
!th upon one part of the World, S witti- 
ng things in the Water, LandSvights 
upon the Earth , Flying Fowls in the 
Air. 

iop. ButManufethallthefe, the 
Earth, the Water, the Air, and the 
Fire, nay, he feetb and toucheth Hea- 
ven by his Senfe, 

1 10. But God is both about all 
things, and through all things ; for 
he is both Aft and Power. 

hi. And it is no hard thing, O Son, 
to underftand God, 

1 1 2. And if thpu wilt alfo fee him, 
look upon the Necellicy of things that 
appear, and the Providence of things 
that have been, and are done. 

1 13. See the Matter being moft 
full of Life , and, fo great a God 
moved with all Good, and Fair, both 
Gods, and one, and Men . . 
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1 14. '%it. But thefe , O Father, 
are wholly A<fts, or Operations. 

1 1 5. t^rm. If they be therefore 
wholly A< 5 ts or Operations, O Son, 
by whom are they a&ed or operated, 
but by God ' 

1 id. Or art thou ignorant, that as 
the parts of the World, arc Heaven, 
and Earth, and Water, and Air 5 
after the fame maner the Members of 
God, are Life, and Immortality, and 
Eternity, and Spirit, and Neceflity, 
and Providence , and Nature , and 
Soul, and Minde, and the Continu- 
ance or Pcrfevcrance of all thefe 
which is called Good. 

1 17. And there is not any thing of 
all that hath been, and all that is, 
where God is not. 

1 18 . Cat. What, in the Matter, O 
Father i 

119. The Matter, Son, what 
is it without God , that thoufhauldft 
aferibe a proper place to it i- 

1 20. Or what doft thou think it to 

be 
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?e > p<f rad venture fome heap that is 
ftot a$hated or operated. 

12 1. But if it be adluated, by whom 
is it actuated < for we have faid , that 
Atts or Operations, are the parts of 

122. By whom are all living things 
quickned ' and the Immortal , by 
whom are they immortalized < the 
things that are changeable, by whom 
are they changed. 

123. Whether thoufpeakof Mat- 
ter, or Body, or Effence, know that 

all thefe are a<ft$ of God. 

! 124. And that the A£ of Matter is 

materiality , and of the Bodies cor- 
I p orality, and of Effenceeflcntiality ; 
and this is God the whole. 

| 125. And in the whole, there is no. 

I thing that is not God. 

126. Wherefore about God, there 

is neither Grcatnefs, Place, Quality, 
Figure, or T ime • for he is All , and 
the All; through all, and about 
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W. This Word, O Son, worfliip 
and adore. And theonely |erviceo| 
Cod, is not to be evil. 


The end of the eleventh Book. 
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Hermes Trijmegiflus . 

His Crater or Monas. 

He Workman made 
this Univerfal World, 
not with his Hands, 
but his Word. 

2. Therefore thus 
think of him, as pre- 
fent every where, and being always, 
and making all things ^and one above, 
that by his Will hath framed the 
things that are. 

2. For that is his Body, not tangible, 

not 
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nor vifible, nor meafurablc, nor ex- 
te^Able, nor like any other body. 

■ 4. For it is neirher Fire, nor Water, 
nor Air, nor Wind , but all thefe 
things arc of him 5 for being Good, 
he hath dedicated that name unto 
himfelf alone. 

5. But he would al fo adorn the 
Earth , but with the Ornament of a 
Pivine Body. 

6 . And he fent Man an Immortal, 
and a Mortal wight. 

7. And Man had more then all 
living Creatures, and the World 5 
becaufe of his Speech, and Minde. 

8. For Man became the fpeftator 
of the Works of God, and wonder- 
ed, and acknowledged the Maker. 

9 . For he divided Speech among 
all men, but not Minde , and yet he 
envied not any 5 for Envy comes not 
thither, but is of abode here below in 
the Souls of men, that have not the 
Minde. 

10. But wherefore , Father, 

did 


did not God.ddinbirtc the Minde to 

all men ? ... . 

Becaufe it pleafed him, 

0 Son, to fee that in the middle among 

all fouls, as a reward to drive for. 

U, Cat, And where hath 'he fet it ? 

13. $evm. Filling a large Cup or 
Bowl therewith , he fent it down, 
giving alfo a Cryer or Proclaimed 

14. An l he commanded him to pro- 
claim thefe things to the fouls pf men. 

15. Dip and waflvthy fclf, thou that 
art able in this Cup or Bowl : Thou 
that beleevcft , that thou lhalt return 
to him that fent this Cup-, thou chat 
orirnnwledpeft whereunco thou wert 


made. . , 

1 6. As many therefore as under- 

flood the Proclamation , and were 
baptized or dowfed into the Minde, 
thefe were made partakers of Know- 
ledg, and became perfect men, re- 
ceiving the Minde. 

17. But as many as milTcd or the 

Proclamation, they received Speech, 

M but 
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but not Minde $ being ignorant whei’e- 
unto they were made, or by whom, 
18. But their Senfes are juftlike ifo 
bruit Beafts, and having their temper 
in Anger and Wrath, they do not ad- 
mire the things worthy of looking on. 

ip. But wholly addicted to the 
pleafures and defires pf the Bodies, 
they belecve that man was made for 
them. 

20. But as many as partaked of the 
gift of God 5 thefe, O Cat, in cora- 
parifon of their works, are rather im- 
mortal then mortal men. 

21. Comprehending all things in 
their Mincje, which ai : upon Earth, 
which are in Heaven, and if thereto 
any thing above Heaven. 

22. And lifting up themfelvc? fo 
high, they fee the Good* and feeing 
it, they account it a miferable calamity 
to make their abode here. 

23. And defpifing all things bodily 
and unbodilv ,, they, jnjiketiaft to the 
tfDiieaiNiapneie, 

24. Thus 
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,4. Thus, oat, is the Knowledg 
of the Minde, the beholding of Di- 
Vine things , and the Dnderftanding 
of God, the Cup it felf being Divine. 

25. Cat. And I,. O Father, would 
be baptized and drenched therein. 

26. ljperm.Except thou firft hatethy 
body, O Son, thou canft riot lovc 
thy iclf $ but loving thy feif^thou ih^lt 
have the Minde , and having the 
Minde, thou (halt alio partake the 
Knowledg or Science. 

27. Cat. How mcaneft thou that, 

O Father ' . 

28. l^crm. Bccaufe it is lmpofliblc, 
O Son, to be converfant about things 

Mortal and Divine. . 

29. For the things that are, being 
two Bodies, arid things incorporeal, 
wherein is the Mortal and the Divine* 
the Eleftion or Choice of either is 
left to him that will chufe : For no 

man can chufe both. • 

30. And of which foever the choice 
is made, the other being dinainilhed 

M 2 01 


i6^. The twelfth Book cf 

or overcome, magnifieth the aft and 
operation of the other. 

ji* The choice of the better there* 
fore., is not ondy beft for him chae 
chufetl\ic:, by deifying a man • but it 
alfo^fhewech Piety and Religipn to- 
wards God. 

3*. But the choice of the worfe 
deftroyes a man , but doth nothing 
againft God 5 fave. that as pomps or 
pageants, when they come abroad, 
cannot do any thing themfelves but 
hinder * after the fame maner alfo do 
thefe make pomps or pageants in the 
World, being feduced bytheplea- 
furesof the Body. 

33. Thefe things being Co, 0£af, 
that things have been, and are fo plen- 
teouily miniftred to us from God •, let 
them proceed alfo from us, without 
any fcarcity or fparing. 

34. For God is innocent or guiltlefs, 
but we arethecaufesof Evil, prefer- 
ing them before the Good. 

35. T hou feeft, 0 Son, how many 

Bodies 
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Bodies we muft go beyond, and How 
many Quiers of ^Demons, and what 
continuity and courfes of Stais, that 
we may make haft to the One, and 
onelyGod. 

36. For the Good is not to be tran- 
feended, it is unbounded and infinite ; 
unto it felf without beginning , 
unto us, Teeming to have a beginning, 

even our knowledg of it. 

3*7. For our knowledg is not the 
be°mning of it , but fhews us the be- 
ginning of its being known unto us. 

38. Let us therefore lay hold of the 
beginning , and we ihall quickly go 
through all things. 

39. It is indeed a difficult thing, to 

leave thofe things that are accuftom« 
able, and prefent, and turn us to thofe 
things that are ancient, and according 
to the original. ' 

40. For thefe things that appear, de- 
light us, but make the things chat ap- 
pear not, hard to bcleeve, c? flje tiling* 

tbat appear not, ate fcatt? to bel«t)e. 

; r M3 41- The 
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41. The things moft apparent arc 
Evil, but the Good is fecret, or hid 
in* or to the things that appear 5 for it 
hath neither Form nor Figure. 

42. For this caufe it is like to it felf, 
but unlike every thing elfe • for it is 
impolfible,that any thing incorporeal, 
fhould be made known, orappearto 
a Body. 

43. For this is the difference be- 
tween the like and the unlike • and the 
unlike wanteth always fomewhat of 
the like. 

44. For the Unity, Beginning, and 
Hoot of all things, as being the Root 
and Beginning. 

# 45* Nothing is without a begin- 
ing, but the Beginning is of nothing, 
but of it felf ; for it is the Beginning 
of all other things. 

46. Therefore it is, feeing it is not 
from another beginning. 

47. Unity therefore being the Be- 
ginning * containeth every number 5 
but it felf is contained or none, and 

begetteth 
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beaetteth every number, it felf being 
bieotten of no other number. • 

-48. Every thing that is begotten 
fumade j is imperfea, and may be 

Wdifd, incrtMed, dimimlhcd. 

49. But to the perfect, there hap- 

plnctKhoneof.thefe- 
r ,0. And that winch lsincreafcd, is 
increafed by Unity, but is conferred 
and vanilhed through weakness, being 

notable to receive theUmty.- 

st. This Image of God , havw L 
described to thee, O Cat, as we'l as 
I could , which if thou do dthgemly 
confider, and view by the eyes ot thy 
minde, and heart , beleexe me, Son, 

thou (halt finde theway tothethm|S 
above, or rather the Irriagek-Mf will 

lead thee. *7';# . f.i 

5i . But the fpeftacle or to. 
this peculiar and proper:- Wkm ™' 
can fee, and behold it, Isolds faft 
and draws unto it, as they fay, the 
Ltfldftone doth Iron. 

The end of the twelfth ® 0 °k* 
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Of Senfe mid tfnderjlanding. 

Efterday, flfckpitw , I 
delivered aperfe&Dif- 
courfe ^ but now l 
think it neceffary , in 
fuice of that, to difpute 
alfo of Senfe. 

2. For Senfe and Underftanding 
feem to differ, becaufe theone is ma- 
terial, thje other cffential. 
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, But unto me, they pppcartp_be 
both one, or united, and notdivided 

in men,! mean, ,' im J 

a For in other living Creature^, 

Senfe is united unto Nature , butin 
men to .Underftanding. ■ 

, But the Minde differs fromUn* 
derftanding, as much as God trom 
Divinity. 

6 Bor Divinity is from or un- 
der God , and Underftanding from 
the Minde , beingthe fitter o » * 
Word or Speech, and they the Inltr 

ments one of another. 

7. For neither is the Word pro- 
nounced without Undemanding, net- 
ther is Underftanding mamlefted 

without the Word.. 11 1 

8. Therefore Senfe and andei; 

ftanding do both flow 

man , as if they were infolded one 

W g hl Fot neither is it poffible without 
Senfe tolinderftand,nor can wc have 
Senfe without Underftanding^ ^ 
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i€>. And yet it is poflible (fojffje him 
) that the Underftandiflg maj 
underftand without Senfe , as the^ 
thfitfantafie Vifioris in their Dreams, 
ti. But it ifeems unto me, that both 
the operations fire in the Viiions oi 
Dreams, and that the Senfe is ftirred 
up but of fleep, unto awaking. 

12. For man is divided into a Body 
and a Soul $ when bothparts of the 
Senfe accord one with another, then 
is the Undemanding childed , or 
brought forth by the Minde pro- 
nounced. 

'Hf For the Minde brings forth all 
Intclle&ions or* Underftandings .* 
Cood ones, when it rcceiveth good 
Seed from God 5 and the contrary, 
when it receives them from £>evils, 
14. For there is no part of the 
World voyd of the Devil, which en- 
tering in privately, fowed the feed of 
his own proper operation - and the 
Minde did make pregnant , or did 
bring forth thin which Was fown, 

$Dultmes> 
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iing« throwing down headlong, and 
Toothings which arc the work 

0f ffthc Seeds of God are few 
but Great, and Pair, and Good,^Vei- 
me and Temperance, and Piety- 
id. And the Piety is the Knowledg 
of God , whom whofoeverknoweth 
being full of all good things , hath 
Divine Undemanding , and not like 

theMa^yd t i Krc f ote they that have 
that Knowledg , neither pleafe tht 
multitude , nor the multitude then , 
but they teem to be mad, and to move 
laughter , hated and defpifed , an 
m ar,v times alfo murthered. 

18' For we have already faid. That 

vdekednefs muftdwellhere, bemgm 
her own region. _ . , c, n h. 

10. For her region is the Battn, 

and notthe World, as feme wdlfome- 
timeslay.Blafpbeming. ^ ^ 


l 
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t 20. But the godly or God- worfhip 
ing Man laying hold on Knowledg, 
will dcfpife or tread under all theft 
things 5 for though they be evil to 
other men, yet to him all thing* art 
good. ’ 5 * 

2 i. And upon mature con/iderati- 
on , he refers all things to Knowledge 
and that which is moft to be wondred 
at, he alone makes evil things good. 

22. But I return again to my Dif- 
courfe of Senfe. 

23. It is therefore a thing proper to 
Man , to communicate and conjoyn 
Senfe and Undemanding. 

24. But every man, as I faid before, 
doth not enjoy Underftanding • for 
one man is material , another effen- 
tial. 

25. And he that is material with 
wickednefs, as I (aid, received from 
the Devils the Seed of Underftand- 
ing 5 but they that are with the Good 
cflencially, are faved with God. 

2 6. For God is the Workman of 

all 


i\\ things and when he worketh, he 
all things good like 

^But theft things that are made 

good, are in the uft of Operation un- 

For the Motion of the World 
ftirring up Generations, makes Qua t* 

ticT^mfcding fome wit hcv tine fs,and 
nurifvine fame with good. 

P , o y And the World, Sftlcptu*, hath 
i I * 3 * I;,, Srnfc and Undeiftandmg, 

I no P t h e to Mans, nor fo various or 

I • V,<( the World is One, in that it 

! lUthinss and unmakes them 

makcS l S for it is the Organ 

: or I'nftrument of' the Will of God 

: rfS forw Inftrument by 

^keeping them - 
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it felf, it maketh all things effe&ually, 
and diffolving them , reneweth all 
things. 

33. And therefore like a good Hus* 
band* man of Life, when things arc 
diflblved or loofened , he affords by 
the calling of Seed, renovation to all 
things that grow. 

34. There is nothing that it ( the 
World,) doth not beget or bring forth 
alive j and by its Motion, it makes all 
things alive. 

34. And it is at once,both the Place 
and the Workman of Life. 

3 6 . But the Bodies are from the 
Matter, in a different maner; for fome 
are of the Earth , fome of Water , 
fome of Air , fome of Fire , and all 
are compounded , but fome are more 
compounded, and fome are more Am- 
ple, 

37. They that are compounded, are 
the heavier, and they that are lefs, are 
the higher. 

38. And the fwiftnefs of the Moti- 

on 
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onof the World, makes the varieties 
of the Qualities of Generation; tot 
the fpiration or influence, bem|moft : 
frequent , extendeth unto the Bodies 
qualities',' with one fuinefs, whidus 

Therefore, God ' 15 *l*e 
of the World , but the World is the 
Father of things in the World. 

40. And the World is the Son of 
God, but things in the World arc the 

Sons of the World. , 

ii. And therefore ut is well called 
ylle-t the World that is an Orna- 
ment, hecaufe itadornethandbeauti- 
ficth all things with the vanct >’ ? f 
Generation, andindeficiencv ot : L'.e. 
which the unvveanednefs of Opmu- 

on, and the fwiftnefs of Neceflity, 

with the mingling of .Elements, and 

the order of things done. 

4j. Therefore it is neceflardy, and 

properly called »v®r the World. ■ 

P i,. For of all living things, both 
the Senfe, and the Underftanchng, 
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comcth into them from without, in- 
spired by that which compiffcth 
them about, and continucth them. 

.44' And the World receiving it 
once from God affoon as it was made, 
hath it hill, to&aUucnt on e tjao. 

45. But God is not as it feems to 
fome who Blafpheme through toper- 
ftition, without Strife, and without 
Minde, or Underftanding. 

4 6 . For all things that are, O £fc!e* 
piufl, are in God, and made by him, 
and depend of him , fome working 
by Bodies, fome moving by a Soul- 
like Eftonce, fome quickning by a 
Spirit, and fome receiving the things 
that are weary, and all very fitly. 

47. Or rather, I fay, that he hath 

them not, but I declare the Truth-, 
he is all things, not receiving them from 
without, but exhibiting them out- 
wardly ' , . 

48. And this is the Senfe and Under- 
ftanding of God, to move all things 
always. 

49. And 
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... A n d there Ml never be, any 
tim when any of thofc things that 

are (hall fail or be wanting. _ 
co When I fay the things that are, 

I Lean God; for'hcthmpttetaw, 
God hath •, and neither is thereby 
thing without him , nor he without 

an ^hefe things. O W 

appear to be true, if thou undetftand 
them- but if thou- dndetftand thefn 

leeve* but not tobeleeve, is not to 
underftand : Tor my or wo ds 

r<»ach not unto the Truth, hut tn 

Se is great, , and beingledorcon- 

dufted for a while by Speech, 

to attain to the Truth. .. , 

,, And underftanding all things 

rolnd about, and finding them con- 

(Tam, and agreeable 

that were delivered, and 

by Speech, beleeveth , and in that 

good belief, tefteth^ ^ -Jo 
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r 54. To them therefore that under- 
ftand the things that have beenfaid 
of God they are credime 5 but to 
them that underftand them not, in- 
credible. 

55. And lctthcfc , and thus many 
things, befpoken concerning met* 
Hanning and $enfe. 

The end of the thirteenth Book. 
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The Fourteenth Book 
OF 

Hermes Triftnegiftw* 

Of Operation and Senfe. 

&t. Thou haft well ex- 
plained thefe things, Fa- 
ther: Teach me further- 
more thefc things 5 for 
thou fayeft, that 
and #rt were the Operations x>f the 
rational , but now thou fayeft, that 
Beads are unrcafonable, and tor want 
ofreafon, both are, and arc called 
Bruits •, fo that by this Rcafon,it mult 
needs follow, that unreafoaablc Crca- 
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, cures not of Science; or Art, 
;bqcai)^y. come A#;’o£,Eca- 

2. germ, It muft needs be fo 

Son.' ^ : .* 

3. SCaf Why then, 0 Father, do 
we fee fome unrcqjfbnable living Crea- 
tures ufe both Science and Art ' as the 
IinCmtcefl Atreitfure up fot cliemfelves 
food agamft the Winter, and Fowls of 
the Air likewife make them N,efts,and 
four* footed Bcafts^know their own 
Dens. 

4. Jhjtfe thinpfthey do, OSon, 
not by $cjence or Art, but by Nature ; 
for Science or Arc are things that are 
taught, but hone.ofchefe bruit Beafts 
arc tau|hj: t any of .thffc things. 

' 5, B'uVrbefethipgs being Natural 
un^othei^wnr^ TOUght by Nature, 
,ana ;•( science npt 

ihappcnjipto'an, ru& u^to ( 

M meh.ari'Mumidnsi, ‘femAoc 
W} BJpfr are ^rfh.crs, Orttuntt 
.Hiefi, or tne refcbut fome of them 

have 
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have learned fomGthing by the waft- 
; n cr of Science or Art. * f v- 

°'7. After the ( fame maiteri^oy tr 
fome pifmire* fov and font WU 
thou mighteft well fay, they. gather 
their Food according- 10 Science and 

At ?. But being they are ail ledby. 
Nature, ‘td the fame thing, ey?ft 

atainft thciF tviUs , it » mW: 

they do not do; it by Sciencs- ot 

Att 9 . For Operations, 0 ®at. being 
unbodily, are in Bodies, and woftby 

^to” Wherefore, O Saf,mas much 
as they are unoodily, thou muft need* 
f™ thev are immortal. . 

V . .Butin as much as they cary 

not aft without Bodies, I %». /. V 
arc always in a Body. V 

n, For thofe things that are 
ro anv thine , or for the caufe of 

any thing madkubKa to Provide^ 

oi y Neceffity, cannot polhbll re- 
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mainidleof their oWn proper Opera- 
tion. 

13. For that which is,ffiall ever be 5 
for both the Body, and the Life of it, 
is the fame. 

14. And by this reafon, it follows, 
that the Bodies alfo are always, bc- 
caufe I affirm, That this corporiety is 
always by the Ad and Operation, or 
for them. 

15. For although earthly bodies be 
fubjed to diflolution 5 yet thefe bodies 
mutt be the Places, and the Organs, 
and Inftruments of Ads or Opera- 
tions. 

1 6. But Ads or Operations are im- 
mortal , and that which is immortal, 
is always in Ad, and therefore alfo 
Cojpojiffcatiou if it be always. 

17. Ads or Operations do follow 
the Soul, yet come not fuddenlyor 
promifcuomly;butfome of them come 
together with being made man, being 
about bruitifh or unrcafonable things. 

1$. But the purer Operations do 

in- 
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infcnfibly in the ctiange of timt.woA 
CMpwftinJ , com* from the Div 

Bodies into Mortal ones. . 

.. B Ut every one °‘ tlicm a r* , 
fhnittthe Body and the Soul, 

and are prefent with the Soul, even 
° And' they arp always Afts ot 

°^ e S t i° , 'l Body 14 for it canhe'whli' 

omS.^ut Ms or Operations 

a T° t TWs lt is°afacredfpeech^n, 

T^CmcShotthac, 

Undated it thus, O 

*;tm«the Soul isfe S [rmn 

the Body, there remameth that lamr 

* 5 ’ And this fame ^dy a«^in| 

to the time ot its abode, is ^ 
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or operated in that bis diffolv^and 
becomes invifiblc. 

26* And thefe things the Body 
cannot :fuffer without aft or operati- 
on, andjcanfcquently there renuincth 
with the Body the fame aft. or ope- 
ration. 

27. This then is the difference be- 
tween an Immortal Body, and a Mor- 
tal one, that the immortal one confifts 
of one Mater, and fo doth not the 
mortal one-, and the immortal one 
doth, but this fuffereth. 

. 28.: And every thing that afteth 
or operateth, is ftronger, and ruleth, 
but that which isaftuated or opera- 
ted, is ruled. 

2 p. And that which ruleth, dired- 
eth, and governcth as free, but the 
otherifc ruled a fervant. 

30. Ads or Operations donot one- 
ly aduatc or operate, living or breath- 
ing, or infouled (^4^) Bodies, but 
alfo, brcathlefs Bodies or without 
Souls; Wood, and Stones, and fuch 
; like 


r- 

l 
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like encreefmg and J'" 2 

s as?’.’Sfcr4* 

things:. *ip3' wbatfoever inanimate 

Bodies can fuffer . j . ' • 

2 i. A6t or Operation, O hon, is 
failed whatfoever .is,, or is made or 

done and there are always many 

thin»s made, or rather all things,. 

Sssww* 

*T!° Let therefore every aft or epe- 

^^"toi'ofBod^oevc; 

Bodies, fome univerfal. feme pecu- 

Uar and feme of the generals, and 

fome of the pares of every t .ng.. vme 
I J'* 
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3S> Divine Ads or Operations 
therefore there be, and fuchaswork 
or operate upon their proper Bodies, 
and thefealfo areperfed, and being 
upon or in perfed Bodies. 

36. Particular, are they which work 
by any of the living Creatures. 

37. Proper, be they that work up- 
on any of the things that are. 

38. By this Difcourfe therefore, O 
Son, it is gathered that all things are 
fuH of Ads or Operations. 

39. For if neceffarily they be in 
every Body , and that there be many 
Bodies in the World , I may very 
well affirm, that there be many other 
Ads or Operations. 

40. For many times in one Body, 
there is one, and a fecond,and a third, 
bcfidcs thefe univerfal ones that fol- 
low. 

41. And univerfal Operations , I 
call them that ate indeed bodily, and 
are done by the Senfes and Motions. 

42. For without ttoefc it is impoifi- 

ble 
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bit that the Body fhould corifitV 
«. But other Operations are Pro- 
per to the Souls of Men, by Ans, 
c r j en ces Studies, andAdions. 

44. The Senfes alfo follow thefe 

Operations, ot rather * ie 1 * * 
or perfedkions 

45 . Undcrftand therefore, 0 Son, 
the difference of Operations, it is tent 

from aboVt sen ft being in the Body, 

and having its effence from it, when 
it receiveth AA or Operation man£ 
fefteth it, making it asitwcretorpo- 

t£ 47- Therefore, I fay, that the 
Senfes ate both corporeal and mortal, 
having fo much cxillence as the Body ; 
for they are born with the Body, and 

^'48. But mortal things themfelves 

have not Senfe, as net confiding of 

fuch an Effence.' , 

49 . For Senfe can be no other 

then a corporeal apprehcnfion, either 
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of evil or good that comes to the 
Body. 

50. But to Eternal Bodies there is 
nothing comes , nothing departs 5 
therefore there is no Senfe in them. 

5*« %&t. Doth the Senfe there- 
fore perceive or apprehend in everv 
Body ft 

52. l^erm, In every Body, O 
Son. 

53. Caf. And do the Adis or O- 
perations work in all things < 

54 * .tern. Even in things inani- 
mate, O Son, but there are differences 
of Senfes. 

55. For the Senfes of things rati- 
onal, are with Rcafon 5 of things un- 
reafonable. Corporeal onely-, but the 
Senfes of things inanimate, are pafidve 
onely , according to Augmentation 
and Diminution. 

} 6 . But Paffion and Senfe depend 
both upon one head, or height, and 
are gathered together into the fame, 
by Adis or Operations. 


57- But 
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57. But in living wights there be 

ivo other Operations that follow the 

lenfcs and Palfions, to wit, 

,nd picnfttrc* . ... 

<58. And without thefc, it is im- 

or flible that aliving wight, especially 

I'reafonablc one (hould perceive ot 

thefe are the of Paffions that 
bear rule, efptcially in reafona 

living w^,l^ 0 ^ erat - ons work indeed, 

but the Senfes do declare 

frft the Operations , an - they being 

bodily ,are moved by M 

of the Soul, thef4f.l%,* h . £ y 

ar cboth,naleficial dt doertof vfl. 

61. For that which affords tnc 

S-nfe to rejoyce with PleafurS v « 
fttaightway the caufe ot many ev 
happening to him that fuftcis it. 

haP /t B^ Sorrow gives llvonget tor- 

nwms and Anguifh, therefore doubt- 

lefs are they both makhcial. 


I 
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6 3. The fame may be faid of the 
Senle of the Soul. 

. 64. SEat. Is not the Soul incorpo- 

real, and the Senfc a Body, Father * or 
is it rather in the Body { 

6y i^erm. If we put it in a Body, 
O Son, we fhall make it like the Soul 
or the Operations. For thefe being 
unbodily, we fay are in Bodies. 

66. But Senfe is neither Operation, 
nor Soul, nor any thing elfe that be- 
longs to the Body ; but as we have 
faid , and therefore it is not incorpo- 
real. 

67. And if it be not incorporeal 
Itmuft needs be a Body- for we al- 
ways fay,that of things that are,fome 
are Bodies, and fome incorporeal. ' 

- 

«he end of the fourteenth Book. 
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Of Truth to his Son Tat. 

Crm. Of Truth,. O Cat, 
it is not polfible that man 
being an imperfe# wight, 

compounded of i^P cr * 
fc& Members and h-a- 
,g his Tabernacle, confiding of 
tent and many Bodies, fliould 

cak with any confidence. 

a. But as far as it is pomble, and 
ft, 1 fay, That Truth is onel|mthe 
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Etqnjl Bodies, whofe very Bodies 

be ac crue. ^ v ■ , \ 

. 5 . The Fire is fire it ldf onely, and | 

nothing elfe *, the Earth is earth it felf, 
and nothing elfe 5 the Air is air it felf, 
and nothing elfe v the Water, water it 
felf, and nothing elf?. 

4. But our Bodies confift ot all 
thefe 5 for they have of the Fire, they 
Jin vje of the Earth, they have of the 
Water, and Air, and yet there is nei- 
ther Fire, nor Earth, nor W ater, nor 
Air, nor any thing true. ' 

5. And if at the beginning, our 
Conftitunon' had) not Truth , hojy 
could men either fcc the T ruth , ; Or 
fpeajvit?, or underhand ic onely, ex- 
cep^qdwould? j ; : .JTf 

• hhfi things before upon Earth, 
O S^ij are riot Truth, butimiptions 
of the Truth ; and yet not ?llthi/igs 
neither,' for they; are, hut fayThat are 

fO. ' ; -/> 

7 .But the ocher.thingVare Failfiiood, 
and Deceit, 0 SLat, and Opinions 

like 



Hermes T rifmegijlus. 193 


like the Images of the fantafie or ap- 

^ 8. And when the fantafie hath an 
influence from above , then it 1$ an 
imitation of Truth , but without that 
operation from above , it is left a 

' yC „. And as an Image (hews the 
Body deferibed, and yet is not the 
Body of that which is feen, as it feems 

lobe; and it is feen to have eyes, buc 

it fees nothing, and ears, but heats no- 
thing at all 5 and allother things hath 
the pifture , but they are falfe, dec 
„in <Fthe eyes of the beholder, whileft 
they think they fee the T ruth, and yet 

thev are indeed but lies. 

10. As many therefore as fee not 

Falfhood,fee the Truth. 

11. If therefore we do founder 
Hand, and fee every one of thde 
things as it is, then vve iec and under 
Hand true things. 

„. But if we fee or underftaM 
any thing bcfrdcs, orotherwife, then 
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that which is, we fliall neither under- 
Band, nor know the Truth. 

13. Cat- Is Truth therefore upon 
Earth, 0 Father? 

14. l$mn. Thou doft not mifs the 
mark , 0 Son. Truth indeed is no 
where at all upon Earth, O SCat, for 
it cannot be generated, or made. 

1$. But concerning the Truth, it 
may be that fome men, to whom God 
will give the good feeing Power, may 
underftandit. 

16. So that unto the Minde and 
Reafon, there is nothing true indeed 
upon Earth. 

17. But unco the true Minde and 
Reafon, all things are fantafies or ap- 
pearances, and opinions., 

18. 2Caf. Muft we not therefore 
call it Truth, to underhand and fpcak 
the things that are ? 

ip. l^rrm. But there is nothing 
true upon Earth. 

<0. 2Cat. How then is this true, 
That we do not know any thing true ? 

how 
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how can that be done here ? 

21. O Son, Truth is the 

moft perfea Vertue , and the higheft 
Good it felf, not troubled by Matter, 
not encompaflfed by a Body, naked, 
clear, unchangeable, venerable, un- 
alterable Good. 

21, But the things that are here, 
0 Son, are vifible,iri£iapable of Good, 
corruptible , paffible , diffM viable, 
changeable, continually 1 altered, and 
made of another. 

% 3 . The things therefore thatare 
not true to themkives 5 how can they 

be true ? , . < , 

24. For every thing that is altered, 

is a lie, not abiding to what ic is *, but 
being changed it fliews us always, 
other, and other appearances. _ 

25. Cat. Is iiot man true, 0 Fa- 
ther? t . * . 

26. ^ernt. As fat forth as he is a, 

Man, he is not true. Son*, fb'rthae 
which is true, hath of it felf aldnd its 

cohftiti^ion , arid r&ftatos # 

O 2 abides 
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abides according to it felf, fuch as 
it is. 

27. But man confifts of many 
things, and doth not abide of him- 
felf* but is turned and changed, age 
after age , after or form 
after form ; and this while he is yet in 
the Tabernacle. 

2#. And many have not known 
their own children after a little while*, 
and many children likewife have not 
known their own Parents. 

2 p. Is it then poffible , O SGat* 
that he who' is fo changed , is not 
to be known , Ihould be true i no, 
on the contrary , he is Falihood , 
being in many Appearances of 
changes. 

30. But do thou underftand the 
True to be that which abides the 
fame, and is Eternal , but man is not 
ever, therefore not T rue * but man is a 
certain Appearance, and Appearance 
is the higheft Lie or Falfliood, 

31. SCat. But thefe eternal Bodies, 

Father, 
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Father, are they not true though they 
be changed i , , •• ■« - 

32. fetm. Every thing that is be- 
gotten, or made, and changed, is not 
true-, but being made by our Proge- 

Zi, they might have had true 

Ma «! - But thefe aMH have in them- 
felves, fomething that isfalfe, ui re- 
gard of their change. ; 

® 34. For nothing that remains not 

i '’ it ,f^t T WhatfhaU one fay then. 
Father that onely the Sun, which 

befides the Nature of other thutp, .s 

notthanged, but abides in itfelf, is 

fern. Iris Truth, and there-' 
fore is he onely intruded with the 
Workmanfhip of the World, ruling 
and making all things, whom, I do 
both honor, and adore his Truth t ; and 
after the aDne, and pitft.Iacknowledg 

hi nthe Workman.. ... 

What therefore doft thou 
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affine to be the firft Truth, 0 Fa- 
ther e 

$erm. The £>ne and £Dneh?, 0 
Sjfaf, that is not of Matter , that is 
not in a Body, ch^t is without Colour, 
without Figure or Shape, Imiputable, 
Unalterable , which always i$ *, but 
Fallhood, O $qh, is corrupted. , 

,j$. And corruption hath l?id hold 
upon all things op Earth, and the Pro- 
vidence of encqtnpafTeth , 

and will encompafs them. 

40. For \v«hout corruption, there 

Can, po Generation confift- 

41. For Corruption followeth 
eyery Generation, that it may again 
be generated. 

42. For thpf<? things that are gene- 
rated, muft of. neeeflity be generated 
of thofe things that are corrupted , 
nnd the things generated muft needs 
be corrupted, th#r the Generation of 
thing?’ being , way not ftand ftill or 
ceafe'. 

45. A^hnowlcdg therefore the 

firft 
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firft Workman by the Generation of 

th l S : Coniequcntly the things that 

are generated ot Corruption. fome _ 

a ? bti " no Zt For it is 4 off*le, 
they S (hoSd be made the tm **£ 
r^am^andthat which is not the fame, 

1>0W ! S Therefore. O Son, we mud 
caU thefe things fantafies or appear 

ance *‘ And if we will give amaphis 

pearance of Manhooa , * C hildc s 
thC oW*tnan °the appearance of an old 

age* the appearancTof a man of ripe 

Z: a^oungm^ noranoldman, 

an old man. 4S. But 
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48* But the things that preexift, 
and that are , being changed , aue 
faife. 

49. Thefe things underftand thus, 

O Son, as thefe faife Operation?, ha- 
ving their dcpendance from above, 
even of the Truth it felf. ) 

50. Which being fo, I do affirm, 
that Falfhood is the Work of Truth. 


The end of the fifteenth Book. 
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o v 
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That non' of the thing* that are, can 

fertjh- : 

* <£tm. We muft now 

fpeak of the Soul and 

* Body, O Son; after 

s what maner, the §oul 

t is Immortahand what 

* operation that is, 

which conftitutes the Body, and dif- 
folves it. ijjfc 
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2 , But in none of thefe is Death, 
for it is a conception of a name, which 
is either an empty word, or clfe it is 
wrongly called Death, f0#W©-) by 
the taking away the firft letter, in- 
ftcad of Immortal 

3 * For Death is deftru&ion , but 
there is nothing in the whole World 
that is deflroyed. 

4. For if the World be a fecond 
God, and an Immortal living Wight, 
it is mipoflible that any part of an Im- 
mortal living Wight flionld die. 

5* But all things that arc in the 
World, are members of the World, 
efpecially Man, the reafonable living 
Wight. 

6 For the ffift of alf is Gsd, the 
Eternal, and Unmade, and the Work- 
man of all things. 

.. 7 : T he fecond is the World, made 
by him, after his own Image, and by 
him holden together, and nourifhed, 
and immortalized 5 and as from its 
own Father, ever living. 


8 So 
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q So that as Immortal, it is ever 

y-.Ta and ever immortal. 

9 For that which is 

diffcr5frotp that which is eternal, 

4 To . For the Beinal wasnotbc- 

gotten, ormadebyanothers^dtf a 

he rotten or made, yet it was 

wade by°it fell, «* b Y an V Gther> b 
^Sternal, as it is Ber- 

■'^^S&ethimftlf.isE. 

Utl T/ 1 And as much Mater as there 
nail mto a , , enduea 

•^VsJSS&S 
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that which fhould afterwards be 
made. 

15. Then cloathing the Univerfal 
Body with Immortality, left the 
Matter, if it would depart from this 
Compofition,(hould be diflolvcd into 
itsowndiforder, 

16. For when the Matter was in- 
corporeal, 0 Son, it was dilordered 
and it hath here the fame confufion 
daily revolved about other little 
things, endued with Qualities,in point 
of Augmentation, and Dimunition, 
which men call Death j being indeed 
a diforder happening about earthly 
living wights. 

17. For the Bodies of Heavenly 
things, have one order, which they 
have received from the Father at the 
Beginning , and is by the inftauration 
of each of them , kept indiflolvc- 

18. But the inftauration of earthly 
Bodies , is their conliftcnce . and 
their diifolution reftores them into 

in- 
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indiffolublc , that is , Immortal. 

,9. And fothereismade a priva- 
tion of Senfc, but not a definition 

of Bodies. . . . 

a o. Now the third living wight is 

Man, made after the Image of the 
World •, and having by the Will of 
the Father , a Minde above other 
earthly wights* 

u . And he hath not onely a 
fvmpathy with the fecond God. 
but alfo an undemanding of the 
firft 

22. For the fccond God, he appre- 

hends as a Body •, but the firft, he un- 
derftands as Incorporeal , ana the 
Minde of the Good. . 

23. Sat. And doth not this living 
wight periih < 

24. I^crm. Speak advifedly , O 
Son, and learn what God is , what 
the World, what an Immorral 
Wight > and what a diffolveable 

° n a 5 ‘!' And underftand thatthe 
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World is of Cod, and in Go d but 

Man of the World, and in the 
World. 

26. The Beginning, and End, and 
Confidence of all, is God. 


The end. of the fixteenth Book. 
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To 1 Afclepius, to be truly wife . 

ggsa^sEcaufc my Son in thy 
|Mw abfcnce, would needs 
o fn learn the Nature of the 
a) BPJa things that are : He 
would not fuffer me to 
ivcover fas coming very young to 
he fcnowlcdg of every individual) 
ill 1 was forced to difeourfe to nun 
nany things at large, that hiscon- 
emplation might from point to point, 
je more eafic and fuccelsruu 

i, jduj 
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2. But to thee, I have thought 
good to write in few words, chufing 
Out the principal heads of the things 
then fpoken , and to interpret them 
more myftically , becaufe thou haft, 
both more yeers, and more knowledg 
of Nature. 

All things that appear* were 
made, and are made. 

4. Thofc things that are made, 
are not made by themfelves, but by 
another. 

5. And there are many things 
made , but efpecially all things that 
appear, and which are different, and 
not like. 

6. If the things that be made and 
done, be made and done by another, 
there muft be one that muft maktyand 
do them , and he unmade, and more 
ancient then the things that arc 
made. 

7. For I affirm the things that arc 
made, to be made by another 5 and it 
is impoffible, that of the things that 

are 
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are made, any fhould be 

then all, butonely that which is not 

He is ftronger, and One, and 
onely knowing all things in ee , as 
not having any thing more ancient 
therthimfelf. 

9 . For he bears rule * both over 

multitude, and greatnefs, and the di- 
verfity of the things that are madi, 
and the continuity oT the Fa&ure, ^nd 
of the Ope ration. a 

10. Moreover, the things that we 

made, are vifible, but he is mvifible ; 
and for this caufe, he maketh them, 
that he may be vifible; and therefore 
hemakes them always. - ... , 

it. T hus it is fit to underftarid,anQ 
underftanding to admire, and a ^ 
ring to think thy felf happy , that 

knoweft thy natural Father. , ... 

H. For what is fwceter then p 

natural Father < . 

13, Who therefore is this,pthpw 

fhallweknow him? . 

P i 4 - Or 
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14. Or is it juft to afcribe unto him 
alone, the Tide and Appellation of 
God> or of the Maker, or of the Fa- 
ther, or all Three { That of God, 
becaufe of his Power $ the Maker, 
becaufe of his Working and Opera- 
tion 5 and the Father, becaufe of his 
Goodnefs { 

15. For Power is different from 
the things that are made, but A&dr 
Operation, in that all things are made. 

16. Wherefore, letting go all 
much and vain talking , we muft un- 
derftand thefe two things, %tyt tofjtcfc 
is maoe, and tym fo&tcl; is tty falser ; 
for there is nothing in the middle, be- 
tween thefe Two, nor is there any 
third. 

17. Therefore undemanding All 
things, remember thefe Two*, and 
think that thefe are All things, pul- 
ing nothing into doubt 5 neither of the 
things above, nor of the things be- 
low*, neither of things changeable, nor 
things that are jn darknefs or fecitt. 

18. For 
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fr0 ™ l Vor f if he that makes be nothing 

E^tharrethS^roAUthatis 

ml fi' For that which is generated or 

toade^nftneceffarilybegenemtedor 

made by another, 

Maker that X mtc’of them 

atScr-hathiofthisp- 
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per Nature by the privation of the 
other, 

22. So if thefe Two be copfdTed, 
That which maketh, and that which 
is made,, then they are One in Union, 
this going before, and that following, 

23. And that which goeth before, 

is, God the Maker-, "and that which 
follows, is, that Which is made, be it 
what It will. ' — 

24. And let no man be afraid, bc- 
caufe of the variety of things that are 
made or done , lefthe fhould taft an 
afperfion of bafentfs, or infamy upon 
God* for it is tht' onely Glory of 
him to do, or mike All things. 

25. And this making, or fa&ure, 
is as it‘ were the Body of God •, ‘and 
to him that maketh., or doth, there is 
nothing evil, or filthy to be implied, 
0 } Hjere fsto>t()tn 0 f ctil, 0? 

16. For thefe ate Paffions that fol- 
low Generation,as lluftdoth Copper, 
eras Excrements do the Body. 

»7. But neither did the Copper, 

fmith 
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fmith make the Ru ft r nor thc Mihct 
the Filth, nor God { the Evilnefei..* " , 

28. Butthcvicitode of Genera- 
tion doth nv4kc them, as Jt were to 
bloffom out and for this camedtd 
make Change to bevas one fhowl^wy^ 
The Piifsationof Generation. e ", 

29 . MoreovA; 'is it lawful for the 
fame Painter to make both Heaven, 
and thfe Gods, and the Earth, and 
the Sea, and Men; bnd bruite Beal , 
and inanimate Things, wd^a*** 
and is it impofftble for God ccmaV.e 
thefe things < O the great ntadnels, 
and ignorance of menrn things that 

concern God ! . r * J 

?o. For men that think fo„ hatter 

that which is moft tidiculous of 
for proftlhog tobkfs,and prarle God, 
vet in not aferibing to him the making 
or doing of All things, they. know 
him not. 

31. And befidet their not knowing 
him, they are txtrcamly «»[>»*'« 
anainft him ,' attributing unt<S "him 

B p 3 Palfions, 
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Paffioris, as Pride, or 2Dfeer00&f, or 
Weakncfs, or Ignorance, or Envy* 

32. For if he do not make, or do 
all things , he is either proud, or not 
able, or ignorant, or envious, which 
is impious to affirm. 

33. For God hathonely oncPaf- 
fion, namely , Gopd 5 and he that is 
good, is neither proud, nor impotent, 
nor the reft, but God is Good it felf. 

34. For <®m is all ^flofocr, to do 
or make all things, and every thing 
that is made, is made by God 5 that 
is, by the Good, and that can make, 
or do all things. 

3$. See then how he maketh all 
things, and how the things are done, 
that arc done ^ and if thou wilt barn, 
thou mayeft fee an Image thereof, 
very beautiful, and like. 

3 6, Look upon the Husbandman, 
how hecafteth Seeds into the Earth, 
here Wheat, there Barly, and elfe- 
where fome other Seeds. 

37. Look upon the fame Man, 

planting 
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planting a Vine, or an Apple-T ree, or 

aF '2 Tree, or fome other Tree. 

28. So doth God in Heaven fowt 
Immortality, in the Earth Change in 
the whole Life, and Motion. 

39. And thefe things are not many, 
but few, and eafily numb red $ for they 
are all but four, God and Generation, 
in which are all things. 

The end of the 17 4 Book. 
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